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JOIN US ON OUR JOURNEY OF FAITH AT ANY
OF THE SERVICES
EVERYONE IS WELCOME
ST. MALACHY’S CHURCH
Times of Sunday Masses at St. Malachy’s:
Saturday (Vigil Mass) at 6.30 pm and
Sunday Mass at 9 am
Confessions at St. Malachy’s (Sacrament of Reconciliation)
Saturday: No Morning Confession
Evening 5.30 pm to 6.15 pm

Mixenden & Illingworth Parish: Holy Nativity Church

Sundays at 10.00 am
All Age Eucharist, everyone welcome
Tuesday Eucharist:
11 am Holy Nativity Church, Mixenden
PREACHERS AT ILLINGWORTH MOOR DURING
THE MONTHS OF DECEMBER & JANUARY
All services commence at 10.30 am
2nd December

Mrs Laura Tunnacliffe

Toy Service

9th December

Rev Paul Welch

Communion

16th December

Miss Carolyn Stafford

23rd December

Rev Mark Cheetham

30th December

Rev Terry Keen

6th January

Rev Paul Welch

13th January

Mrs Kathleen Melling

20th January

Ms Val Heward

27th January

Mrs Susan Watson

Covenant Service

FOR SPECIAL CHRISTMAS SERVICES LOCALLY SEE PAGE 4
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MESSAGE FOR DECEMBER/JANUARY
As I write this, I can’t believe it is nearly December already.
So much has happened in the past year. We recently
commemorated 100 years since the end of World War 1
and both sides playing football in no man’s land on
Christmas Day.
As we think about Christmas, our thoughts move towards
new hope for the future. We celebrate Christmas to remind
us of the great gift of Jesus that God has given us. As
Christmas Day approaches there will be lots of preparation
to be done, either decorating the tree, writing cards,
preparing the Christmas lunch/dinner and getting presents
to give.
Amidst all these preparations, perhaps we might also
prepare our hearts, minds and lives to be aware of the
immense love that God has for you and me that causes us
to respond in some way.
For some, this Christmas may be difficult in some way or
other and as part of belonging to a community we perhaps
need to spare a thought or prayer for those who may be
struggling. Christmas can be a lonely time for some, even
when surrounded by others. With God, we are never alone,
he is always there ready to hear us and respond when we
call on him.
This Christmas we hope you will not be alone or feel lonely
and that you get a sense of God’s Love, Peace and Hope
in your life. As we are reminded at Christmas, Jesus is
the Light of the World, may he bring his light and life in all
of its fullness to you and your family.
Here at Illingworth Moor we hope you have a blessed
Christmas and that you receive something of the Spirit of
Christmas and the awesome love of God through Jesus.
Every Blessing
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CHRISTMAS SERVICES
IN THE NORTH OF HALIFAX

Mount Zion Heritage Chapel, Per Lane, Ogden, HX2 8XG
Sunday, 9th December at 2.45 pm Carol Service taken by
Mrs Caroline Stead
Illingworth Moor Methodist Church
Sunday, 2nd December 10.30 am Toy Service. Donations of
new toys to Bradford Women’s Aid
Sunday, 23rd December 6 pm Christingle Service
Tuesday, 25th December Service at 11 am
Holy Nativity Church, Mixenden
Sunday,23rd December 3 pm Christingle Service
Monday, 24th December 5 pm to 7 pm. Sanctuary. A time
for quiet prayer and reflection.
11.30 pm Midnight Mass
Tuesday, 25th December 10 am All Age Worship
St John the Evangelist, Bradshaw
Sunday, 16th December 11.15 am Service of Nine Lessons &
Carols at St. Andrew’s, Holmfield and at 4 pm at St. John’s
Saturday, 22nd December 4 pm Joint Christingle Service with
St. Andrew’s, Holmfield
Monday, 24th December 11.30 pm Joint Midnight
Communion with St. Andrew’s, Holmfield
Tuesday, 25th December 10 am Joint Holy Communion
Service at St. Andrew’s, Holmfield
St Malachy’s Catholic Church
Monday, 24th December 6.30 pm Family Christmas Mass
Tuesday, 25th December 12 am Christmas Midnight Mass
9 am Family Christmas Mass
EVERYONE WELCOME
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LOCAL HISTORY
Halifax Courier Saturday, 6th December 1856
Seasonable Dispensation - The first annual distribution of
clothing by the Illingworth Church Clothing Society was made
in the Schoolroom yesterday. The event caused considerable
interest and many gentlemen and ladies of the
neighbourhood were present. The money subscribed and
deposited in the hands of William Ambler Esq., Treasurer,
amounted to upwards of £100. The goods were supplied by
Mr Pearson, Linen Draper, Halifax.
Halifax Express Saturday, 10th May 1838
Magistrates Court Monday, 5th March
Two young men, named Samuel Kershaw and Squire Fenton,
of Ovenden, were charged with “Snow Balling” each other on
Sunday. For their Non Sabbatism they were fined 8 shillings
and 4 penny each, including costs.
Ten lads - David Wilkinson, Jas Wilson, N. Sharp, Squire
Fenton, Jas & William Garlick, William Crabtree, John
Crowther, John & Gibson White, all of Ovenden, were ordered
to pay penalty and costs, amounting to 6 shillings and one
and a half penny each for sliding on Sunday week.

s
with
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SMILE LINES
With Christmas in mind....
What do you call a cat in the desert? Sandy Claws.
What goes oh oh oh? Santa walking backwards.
What did the dog get for Christmas? A mobile bone.
Who delivers presents to sharks at Christmas? Santa Jaws.
What did Adam say in the Garden of Eden on December 24? It's Christmas, Eve.
Why do turkeys never go hungry at Christmas? They're always stuffed.
Which Christmas carol is most popular with new parents? Silent Night!
Why is turkey so popular at Christmas? Because the weather is a lot warmer over there.
What is the best Christmas present in the world? A broken drum - you just can't beat it!
How do snowmen get around? On their icicles.
I sent my girlfriend a huge pile of snow. I rang her up and asked, 'Did you get my drift?'

What she wants for Christmas
A little girl was in the kitchen watching her mother busily preparing for the following
day's Christmas dinner. She asked, 'Mum, can I please have a cat for Christmas?'
Her mother replied, 'No, you'll have turkey like the rest of us.'
It may be Christmas, but does it meet Health and Safety….?!
Just wait until political correctness gets hold of some well-loved carols…
The Rocking Song
Little Jesus, sweetly sleep, do not stir;
We will lend a coat of fur,
We will rock you, rock you, rock you,
We will rock you, rock you, rock you:
Fur is no longer appropriate wear for small infants, both due to risk of allergy
to animal fur, and for ethical reasons. Please lend little Jesus a nice cellular
blanket instead, or perhaps micro-fleece material. Please note, only persons
who have been subject to a DBS check and have enhanced clearance will be
permitted to rock baby Jesus. Persons must carry their disclosure with them
at all times and be prepared to provide three forms of identification before
rocking commences.
While Shepherds Watched
While shepherds watched
Their flocks by night
All seated on the ground
The angel of the Lord came down
And glory shone around
The Union of Shepherds has complained that it breaches health and safety
regulations to insist that shepherds watch their flocks without appropriate
seating arrangements being provided. Therefore benches, stools and
orthopaedic chairs are now available. Please note, the angel of the Lord is
reminded that before shining his/her glory all around she/he must ascertain
that all shepherds have been issued with glasses capable of filtering out the
harmful effects of UVA, UVB and Glory.
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Little Donkey
Little donkey, little donkey on the dusty road
Got to keep on plodding onwards with your precious load
The RSPCA have issued strict guidelines with regard to how heavy a load that a
donkey of small stature is permitted to carry. Also included in the guidelines is
guidance regarding how often to feed the donkey and how many rest breaks are
required over a four-hour plodding period. The donkey has expressed his
discomfort at being labelled 'little' and would prefer just to be simply referred to
as Mr Donkey. To comment upon his height or lack thereof may be considered
an infringement of his equine rights.
We Three Kings
We three kings of Orient are
Bearing gifts we traverse afar
Field and fountain, moor and mountain
Following yonder star
Whilst the gift of gold is still considered acceptable - as it may be redeemed at
a later date through such organisations as 'cash for gold' etc, gifts of frankincense
and myrrh are not appropriate due to the potential risk of oils and fragrances
causing allergic reactions. A suggested gift alternative would be to make a
donation to a worthy cause in the recipient's name or perhaps give a gift voucher.
Also, we would not advise that the traversing kings rely on navigation by stars
in order to reach their destinations and suggest the use of a satnav, which will
provide the quickest route and advice regarding fuel consumption.
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THE TUESDAY FELLOWSHIP
The Tuesday Fellowship Group at Illingworth Moor Methodist
Church were entertained by ‘The Ritardandos’ at their November
meeting. They are a male singing group who are all members
of Steeton Male Voice Choir. They sang a variety of songs,
(English, Scottish and Welsh) and were accompanied by a
keyboard player, violinist and cellist. It was a wonderful concert
and the audience really enjoyed the high standard of singing,
musicianship and humour. Georgie Stirrat chaired the meeting
and gave a huge vote of thanks at the end. We hope to invite
them back again in the near future. Refreshments were then
served.
Our next meeting is our Christmas meal at Windmill Court.
Because New Year’s Day falls on a Tuesday next year, we are
meeting on 8th January. All are invited to come along and the
meeting starts at 2.30 pm.

Andrea Thorpe

G. Garling

MBChA, Dip. Pod.Med.,
MSSCh

Electrical Services
Domestic, Commercial
& Industrial Periodic
Inspections and
Testings

Visiting
Chiropodist
3 School Lane,
Illingworth, Halifax

NAPIT & Part P Registered
ECS / CSCS Health & Safety

for
appointments

FREE Quotes
No Call Out Charge

ring 01422 249794
Call Graham: 07884364210

or mobile
Email:
ggelectricals@aol.com

07770373127

8

ILLINGWORTH ARLFC
PLAYERS WANTED
All abilities welcome, be part of the best sport
in the world and join the rugby league family.

Boys & Girls
HAVE FUN – GET FIT – CHALLENGE YOURSELF

Cubs - U7’s - 8’s – 9’s – 12’s – 13’s – 14’s -15’s – Open age
Facebook Page: Illingworth ARLFC
Illingworth Sports and Social, Mason Green, Halifax, HX2 8HG

CRAFTY LADIES
Are holding a
JIGSAW & CHRISTMAS

CRAFT FAYRE
on Saturday, 1st December from 10 am to 2 pm in the
Credit Union Office
(Formerly the Pennine Housing Office on Illingworth Road)
Admission is free and all proceeds will go to Overgate Hospice
Refreshments available

Tombola

All welcome

THINKING ABOUT QUITTING SMOKING?
The NHS are running a Yorkshire Smokefree session at Illingworth Moor
Methodist Church on Wednesdays from 2 to 3 pm
which will be weekly sessions after initial consultation.
For New Starters there will be an Appointment Only session from 3 to 4 pm
If you are thinking about Quitting Smoking why not give us
a call on 01422 262373.
We can offer:
Information and Advice
Weekly Support
Carbon Monoxide Breath Test
Various Stop Smoking Medication
Increase Chance of a Successful Quit Attempt
Other clinics available across Calderdale
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ST. MALACHY’S NEWS
Our Parish Priest is Mgr Michael McQuinn.
ST. MALACHY’S NURSERY
St. Malachy’s School, Cousin Lane.
There is a place for your child so why not give your child the
best start? Apply for a place now and come and see what we
have to offer. Contact St. Malachy’s School on 01422 244628.
ST. MALACHY’S WALKS
If you would like to join us you will be made
most welcome. Walking boots and suitable
clothing are essential. For more information
please contact Philip or Pat at 01422 259761
or e-mail us at p29.moran@gmail.com

ST. MALACHY’S CREDIT UNION
We can now see you at 26a Illingworth Road
(former Pennine Housing Office)
Thursdays 9.30 am to 1 pm; 5.15 pm to 6.45 pm;
Fridays 9 am to 12 noon.
St Malachy’s Church Hall after 9 am Mass on Sundays and Illingworth
Moor Methodist Church Fridays 11 am to 1 pm

CONFESSIONS AT ST MALACHY’S
(SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION)

Saturday: No Morning Confession
Evening 5.30 p.m to 6.15pm
FUND RAISING GROUP:
We are collecting old gold. Have you any broken chains? Odd
earrings? Rings without stones? Please donate your old jewellery
for Church funds. Items can be left in the box on the Paper Stall.
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THE FORMER ST. MARY’S CHURCH
The Parishes of Mixenden and Illingworth worship at Holy Nativity Church,
Sunny Bank Road, Mixenden, HX2 8RX.
Family Communion every Sunday at 10 am.
Communion Meal every 2nd Sunday of the month at 6 pm.
The communion meal is an opportunity to worship whilst gathered around the
dinner table. Food is provided.
Rock Mass every 3rd Sunday of the month at 6 pm. The Rock Mass is a service for
people who like to worship LOUD!
Vicar: Revd Robb Sutherland,01422 353929 email robb@priest.com
Church Wardens: Mrs Margaret Henderson 01422 243596;
Mrs Sue O’Brien 01422 248454 email obrien246@btinternet.com
Elderly & Disabled Luncheon Club twice monthly. Contact Sue O’Brien for details.
Beavers, Cubs & Scouts: Thursdays 6 pm. Contact David & Diane Capon 01422
247295.
For baptisms, weddings & funerals contact the Vicar or Church Wardens.

CREW is a local registered charity
“Aiming to Keep Calderdale Fit & Healthy”
We have exercise classes at Forest Cottage
Community Centre every Tuesday and Thursday
at 9.45 am
We have Walk-It Health Walks of 60 - 150 minutes

Monday at 1 pm from Keighley Road Medical Centre with Christine Cox
90-120 minutes Moderate on 10th December
Monday at 1 pm from Beechwood Medical Centre with Mike
60-90 minutes on 3rd December
Every Friday at 10 am from Illingworth Moor Methodist Church
120 - 150 minutes Moderate with Walk Leaders Edwin Birks and
Eileen Connoll
All our information is on the website:
www.crewheartsupport.co.uk
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SUDOKU EASY

SUDOKU MODERATE

WORDSEARCH
The nearly four
weeks leading up to
Christmas
is
Advent. It means
‘coming’. It refers
to Jesus’ first
coming as a baby,
but it also looks
forward to a day
when Jesus is
expected to return
in triumph at his
‘second coming’ to
establish perfect
justice and a new
order of peace.
Originally Christians marked Advent as a time when they refrained from
excessive eating and drinking. Then Christmas Day reintroduced them to the
joys of feasting. Christmas celebrations lasted for twelve days, with gifts
exchanged as a climax at Epiphany (6 January). Today, however, Advent is
more likely to be associated with accelerating festivity, with the days following
Christmas something of an anti-climax until ‘twelfth night’, on which
decorations are removed. Many Christians worldwide are trying to revive the
spirit of Advent by setting aside time to pray and address global poverty.
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Boxing Day Lunch at Illingworth
Moor Methodist Church for anyone
who will be spending the festive
season alone.
Transport can be provided either in a minibus
(with a few steps) or, for the less mobile, a car can pick you up. The
cost is £7 which includes a three course lunch, tea and biscuits,
transport if needed and games with the chance to win prizes. If you
are making your own way to the lunch please arrive for 11.45 am and
the event finishes at 3 pm, otherwise Amanda will contact you with
a pick up time.
Anyone wishing to attend should contact Amanda at the Church on a
Friday or leave their details with Faye King, the Cook at the Church.
Amanda will get back in touch with you.
If anyone is able to help by providing items for gifts for our guests
(unisex), items for the raffle on the day, boxes of biscuits and
chocolates for the prizes Amanda would be very pleased to hear from
you.

It is 50 years since 2nd Halifax Boys’ Brigade
Company was founded at Illingworth Moor
Methodist Church in 1968.
To celebrate this, an anniversary event will be held on
Saturday, 29th June 2019. This will be held at Illingworth
Moor Methodist Church.
If you know of any former members of the company - Anchor
Boys, Junior Section, Company Section or Staff, please let them
know.
Further details of the format to be advised nearer the date.
For further information please contact Company Captain,
Andy Kay, phone 01484 718717 mob 07833 910698.
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WHAT’S ON AT ILLINGWORTH MOOR
‘GOOD AS NEW SHOP’
Open Monday, Wednesday, Friday 11 am - 4 pm.
Why not drop into our "Cosy Coffee Corner".
No need to buy! Just sit and watch the world go by
in warm and pleasant surroundings. Enjoy a cuppa,
read a magazine, or just relax.

CAFE AT THE MOOR
Our Chef, Faye King, makes a range of meals on four days
a week - Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday
from 11 am to 1.30 pm
Why not pop in for a coffee, a piece of home made cake, a bowl
of home made soup, a sandwich, (either to eat in or take away).
Or have a full meal from Faye’s tempting menu?
On Friday there is just a full lunch served at 12 noon.

Everyone very welcome
BOYS’ BRIGADE - MONDAYS
Anchor Boys: 5 - 7 years (6.15 pm - 7.30 pm)
Junior Section: 8 - 10 years (6.30 pm - 8.30 pm)
Company Section: 11 - 18 years (7.30 pm-9.30 pm)
For more information please contact
Captain Andy: 07833910698
TUESDAY FELLOWSHIP
The Tuesday Fellowship meets on the first Tuesday in the month
at 2.30 pm when there is usually a guest speaker.
£2 includes tea and biscuits. Everyone is welcome.
See elsewhere for the details of this month’s meeting.

GIRLS' BRIGADE - WEDNESDAYS
Explorers: 4 - 7 years (5.30 pm - 7.15 pm)
Juniors, Seniors & Brigaders: 8 -18 years
(6.45 pm - 8.30 pm)
For more information please contact
Captain Andrea: 01422 249794
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THURSDAY’S YOUNG AT HEART GROUP
Meet at Illingworth Moor at 2 pm. For more information
contact Hazel Roberts on 01422 242374

HYMNS & HERS (Choir Practice)
Thursdays 7.30 pm to 8.30 pm. We get together to worship God
through modern and not-so-modern music. You don't need to
be an accomplished singer, just enjoy the music.

FRIDAYS
Lunches are available on Fridays from 12 noon (term
time only). The cost will be ‘up to £4’ depending on
menu, followed by bingo, raffle etc if you wish.
SHOPPERS ‘20 MINUTES’ SERVICE
First Friday of each month with Paula Prosser
at 11.40 am
CREDIT UNION with St Malachy's
At Illingworth Moor every Friday from 11 am - 1 pm. Want
to save as little as 50p a week? This helps to get you into the
savings habit. If you have problems with big money
institutions, the Credit Union can help you start from where
you are right now.

MESSY CHURCH
For children. Held on the first Friday
in the month (term time only). From
3 pm to 4.30 pm - games, songs,
films, tea etc.
SUNDAYS
Sunday Worship & Sunday School at 10.30 am
EVERYONE IS WELCOME TO JOIN US AT ANY
OR ALL OF THE ADVERTISED EVENTS
15

ANSWERS
SUDOKU EASY
SUDOKU MODERATE

WORDSEARCH
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DIABETES SUPPORT GROUP
Did you know there is a local support group for
people who have diabetes?
It meets on the third Tuesday of the month at
Illingworth Moor Methodist Church from
11 am to 12 noon.
If you have been diagnosed with Diabetes and would like to
chat with fellow suffers and learn how they manage their
condition and exchange information just come along to this
informal, friendly group. There will be no meeting in December
but the January meeting will be held on Tuesday, 15th January

2019.
CHRISTMAS DILEMMA

by Megan Carter

What a dilemma for a slimmer
Eating all that Christmas fare,
Getting fatter, what’s it matter?
It’s only once a year.
Now the party has begun,
Crackers and cheese and party hats
Turkey with trimmings, presents with ribbons,
Figgy pudding – do we still eat that?
Food a-plenty, plates all empty
Waistbands bursting, no room left,
Soon we’ll reach for the Alka Seltzer
That’s the truth, I do not jest.
Celebrations, assignations, party frocks with lots of bling,
But the reason for the season
Is the Baby in the manger, came to earth as a stranger
Peace on earth and joy to bring.
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Looking at God < Editorial < September 2018

The world provides enough for every man’s need but not
for every man’s greed.
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ALL IN THE MONTH OF DECEMBER
It was:
200 years ago, on 24th December 1818 that the popular Christmas carol 'Silent Night'
was performed for the first time, at midnight mass at a parish church in Oberndorf bei
Salzburg, Austria. It had been written just a few hours earlier by teacher and church
organist Franz Xaver Gruber, to lyrics by priest Joseph Mohr. (The lyrics were
actually a poem Mohr had written two years earlier.)
175 years ago, on 19th December 1843 that Charles Dickens' novella ‘A Christmas
Carol’ was first published.
150 years ago, on 9th December 1868 that Franz Haber, Polish-born German chemist
was born. He was winner of the 1918 Nobel Prize for Chemistry for developing
synthetic ammonia. He was known as the 'father of chemical warfare' for his work on
poisonous gases during World War 1.
100 years ago, on 14th December that the historic British general election of 1918 took
place. It was the first time that women (over 30) and all men (over 21) were eligible to
vote. Lloyd George's Liberal coalition was re-elected.
75 years ago, on 22nd December 1943 that Beatrix Potter, the children's writer and
illustrator, died. She had created animal characters such as Peter Rabbit, Squirrel
Nutkin, Mrs Tiggy-Winkle, Jemima Puddle-Duck and many more.
70 years ago, on 19th December 1948 that the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
was adopted by the United Nations General Assembly.
60 years ago, on 5th December 1958 that Britain's first motorway, the Preston By-Pass,
was opened. It is now a part of the M6 motorway.
30 years ago, on 21st December 1988 that a Pan Am jet exploded and crashed onto the
Scottish town of Lockerbie, killing 259 passengers and crew and 11 people on the
ground. The bomb had been planted by Libyan terrorists.
20 years ago, from 16-19th December that Operation Desert Fox took place. US and
British forces launched a major four-day series of sustained air-strikes against Iraq
after Iraqi President Saddam Hussein refused to cooperate with UN weapons
inspectors.
10 years ago, on 19th December 2008 that during the 2008 Financial Crisis President
George W. Bush approved a $17.4 billion loans package to rescue the troubled car
manufacturers General Motors and Chrysler.

WALKING NETBALL takes place at Illingworth Moor
Methodist Church on Tuesday nights from 7.15 pm to
8.15 pm costing £3. This is intended for anyone who is
interested in learning how to play netball or who used to
play and wants to play in a fun and relaxed atmosphere.
ALSO WALKING FOOTBALL takes place on
Tuesday's at 12 noon at the Sports Hall at Threeways
and costs £3. Please use the Nursery Lane entrance.
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This is the time of year when traditionally we review what has gone on over the past
year and look forward to the forthcoming year. On a local level Season 2018 has been
another year with plenty of good cricket and an exceptional summer with lots of
warm days and which only spoiled itself right at the end. On the junior front we had
three teams in operation, U11s, U13s and U15s who all played cricket in the right
way with terrific back up from our coaches and managers. Our numbers rose slightly
and we have a nucleus of some very good youngsters and we continue to make every
effort to attract more and the club is working hard with our local schools to get a full
complement of junior teams once again. We had a lovely evening in mid- September
in a full clubhouse when the club celebrated the junior season and gave out
certificates and medals to our junior players.
On Friday evenings we held our usual junior training sessions and we again took part
in All Stars Cricket which was aimed at 5 to 8 year olds to inspire them to take up
cricket and join our club. Our numbers grew and the children who joined in had an
absolutely great time and we are hoping to do a repeat starting in early May. Our
winter coaching and training nets are likely to be on Wednesday evenings starting
early February at Trinity School at 6 pm for juniors and 7.30 pm for seniors.
At senior level we had highs and lows on the playing front. The 1st XI became
Divisional champions for the second successive year and next year will take part in
the Premier League which is a tremendous achievement. The 2ⁿd XI had a mixed year
but still only just missed out on promotion and with a young team can only get better.
The 2ⁿd XI came into its own in the Cup winning the Crossley Shield at Illingworth in
August in front of a big crowd. It was a superb achievement beating three Premier
League teams to lift the trophy. The 3rd XI played well at times but lacked consistency
but we did well to put out virtually three separate senior teams at weekends and
continue the third eleven in its development role for younger players. Off the field
we have also had positives and negatives. We continue to be plagued by anti-social
behaviour and vandalism by a small group of youngsters but most have now been
identified and the police are involved. We are very grateful to neighbours who have
informed police and the Fire Brigade at the first sign of problems.
In July we hosted a very successful Charity Club 6 a side competition which raised
over £1500 for Wilson, the very brave local boy suffering from Cerebral Palsy. As
much as we need to raise money to keep our own club going it is nice to be able to
remember those less fortunate than ourselves.
One opportunity that did come our way this season was a tremendous grant of
£10,000 from the Calderdale Community Foundation via its Ovenden Moor Wind
Farm Fund and a further £500 from the North Halifax Ward Forum towards our
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scheme to put a new 100 metre fence along the bottom boundary of our grounds
and to cover most of the ground and clubhouse with CCTV.
The successful partnership with Illingworth St. Mary’s AFC who have two teams
based at our clubhouse continues and we look forward to this partnership
benefitting both clubs.
If you want any more details our website address is www. illingworthcc.co.uk
or email pasmith19@hotmail.com
Club President
The Rev Tony Horsfall reflects on the nearness of God, to each one
of us.
EMMANUEL MEANS ‘GOD WITH US’
A friend of mine was diagnosed recently with breast cancer. A bright,
vivacious lady in her fifties, she took the devastating diagnosis really
well, but when the time came for her mastectomy, she understandably
began to feel very nervous.
Sitting with her husband in the hospital cubicle awaiting the operation
she experienced for the first time ever a panic attack. She breathed
slowly in and out to reduce her fear and offered the only prayer that
came to her mind: ‘God is with is, God is with us.’ She repeated the
words under her breath, asking that God would give her a sign of His
presence to reassure her.
Just at that moment there was some noise from the next cubicle. A
doctor had arrived to see the patient. He introduced himself like this.
‘Hello, my name is Doctor Emanuel and my name means ‘God is with
us’.’ My friend turned to her husband, amazed, and asked him, ‘Did
you hear that?’ He said he did and was also amazed at the wonderful
reassurance from God.
When the nurse came in to attend to her, my friend asked, ‘Who was
the doctor just now in the next cubicle?’ The nurse replied, ‘I’ve no
idea, I’ve never seen him on this ward before.’ This only added to their
sense of wonder at the intervention of God. The sign of His presence
continues to encourage her – and others – throughout her long
treatment.
Christmas reminds us that God stepped into our world, and became a
human being, born as a baby at Bethlehem. In Jesus, God is with us,
and He continues to come to us in our times of need, bringing us peace
and reassurance. Remember, whatever situation you find yourself in,
you are never alone. Jesus, our Emmanuel, is always with us. He will
never leave us or forsake us (Hebrews 13:5). power silently working
all things for good.'
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By Canon David Winter.
THE CONVERSION OF EBENEZER SCROOGE
We think of the traditional British Christmas as a few days off work, a
family get-together and a big meal. In fact, that only goes back to
Victorian times. Before that it was a religious event, with church
services and carols, but not a great community event. Among
important influences on the change was a single story by Charles
Dickens, 'A Christmas Carol’, first published 175 years ago this
December. It is in effect a morality fable, with a memorable anti-hero,
Scrooge, and a splendid happy ending.
Ebenezer Scrooge ran his business with single-minded dedication to
profit. His former partner, Marley, had died, and now in sole charge
he decided to impose a more rigorous regime. There would be no
Christmas Day off for his assistant Bob Cratchit, which ruled out the
family’s hopes of a celebration meal together. Bob’s
wife Martha was shocked, but Bob valued his job
and said nothing. Scrooge, who regarded all such
fanciful stuff as ‘humbug’ remained immovable,
despite pleas to the contrary.
That was, until Christmas Eve. That night he had a
series of dream-like visions. The first was of his late
partner, Marley, begging him to reconsider his
attitude. There then followed three ghosts. The Ghost of Christmas
Past’ was a vision of his own unhappy childhood. Then came the ‘Ghost
of Christmas Present’ about the disappointment and tears his decision
had brought to the Cratchit family. The third was the most powerful
– the ‘Ghost of Christmas Future’, in which he saw his own grave. Was
this how he wanted to be remembered?
When he awoke on Christmas morning, Ebenezer Scrooge was a
changed man. Bob need not work on Christmas day,
and Scrooge himself would furnish a sumptuous meal
for them all. The whole day was transformed – tears
of joy (Dickens knew all about tears) and finally the
junior of the family, Tiny Tim rounded off the whole
experience with a cry of ‘Merry Christmas, everybody.'
The story captured not only the public mood but also
the public’s heart. This was the sort of Christmas they
wanted. And gradually it began to take shape –
holidays for workers, charity for the poor, warmth and
love in the family. Eventually the law and the work of
trade unions gave the new tradition a feeling of
permanence, but there’s no doubt Dickens' 'Christmas Carol' story
started it all.
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IN YOUR HOUR OF NEED
You can rely on our personal and professional commitment to high quality

H. BATES
Funeral Directors, Monumental Masons & Joiners
Prop. Sylvia and Robert Tomlinson
Independent Run Family Business

Joiner and
Cabinet Makers

Funeral Directors and
Monumental Masons

- Woodworking specialists
- Architectural Joinery
- We design, manufacture and
install almost anything in wood
- Professional guaranteed, high
quality work and materials
- Contractors to all trades
- Free Estimate Given

- Pre Payment Plan
- 24 Hour personal caring service in
all areas
- Environmental friendly funerals with
bio-degradable coffins available
- Memorial booklet
- Personal help with all aspects of
funeral and related correspondence
- Assistance with personal
administration and paperwork
(Probate etc)
- Flowers, catering, service sheets
and monumental masonry
- Visit our showroom for personal
attention

01274 880244
01422 244462

Cars & Limousines & Horse
Drawn Carriage
- For Weddings
- Chauffeur Hire
- Proms & Special Occasions.

The Fountains Chapel of Rest
Fountains Street, Queensbury
The Heatherlands Funeral Services,
for Illingworth and Halifax

Fax: 01274 880449
Email: Hbates@Hbates.com
Website: www.HBates.com
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Do you have some time to spare?
Are you the perfect match for our elderly clients?
We are recruiting for thoughtful and caring individuals to
support older people in their own homes.
So, whether you have a few hours to spare or are looking for
a change of career we want to hear from you!
All we ask is that you are flexible, have a positive attitude
and a passion for working with people and helping others.
Full training is provided so no experience is necessary.

Starting pay is £8.00 - £8.20 per hour.
Call Rebecca or Liz on 01422 292424 or
07824 901310 to learn more.
Find us at www.homeinstead.co.uk/calderdale
Like us on Facebook: facebook.com/homeinsteadcalderdale
Follow us on Twitter: @HISCCalderdale
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North Halifax Churches Together
will be Carol Singing at Morrisons
Supermarket at Illingworth on
Saturday, 8th December from 11 am
to 2 pm.
Last year the people of North
Halifax very generously gave £370
which was shared between the Food
& Support Drop-In and Project Colt.
Please support if you can.
Come and tell us what matters to you in
ILLINGWORTH at the next WARD FORUM MEETING
On Tuesday, 4th December 2018 at the Community Room,
Illingworth Fire Station.
Refreshments and signing in from 6 pm the meeting starts at 6.30 pm.
The Ward Forum meetings are a chance to meet your local
Ward Councillors, the local Police team, Together Housing and the
Fire Service.
Up for discussion: Current Ward issues /
Illingworth Neighbourhood Watch : Police update /
Local updates
If you are having problems in the area in which you live it is your
chance to meet the people who can help you.
Find out more, phone us, email or go online
0300 555 0266
Email team@halifaxnorthandeast.com
www.halifaxnorthandeast.com
TAI CHI CLASS at Forest Cottage Community Centre,
Cousin Lane, Illingworth on Fridays 10 am to 11 am
£4 per lesson - For further information please contact
David Crabtree on 01422 254696
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HAIRY POPPINS
DOG WALKING & GARDENING
Regular, occasional and one off walks
Puppy visits to feed, play and toilet
Cats, rabbits, fish etc. cared for

Lawns mowed—regularly or occasional
General Gardening

Phone Andrea on 07886527537
Email: hairypoppins15@gmail.com
Find us on Facebook
*Fully Insured*
THE LEGACY OF MISS POTTER
Beatrix Potter, the children's writer and illustrator, died of pneumonia
in Cumbria 75 years ago, on 22nd December 1943.
Born in 1866 in Kensington to a well-off family, she had limited higher
education but schooled herself to the extent that she could be
described as a natural scientist, particularly in the study of fungi.
She published her first children’s book, The Tale of Peter Rabbit, with
encouragement from friends including her former governess Annie
Carter Moore. Some of the stories appeared first in letters to her
friend’s children. She eventually wrote 30 books – 23 of them for
children.
She was also widely known as a conservationist, buying Hill Top Farm
in Near Sawrey in the Lake District, marrying a local solicitor and then
purchasing other land and property. In all, she bought 4000 acres
and 15 farms; almost all of which she left to the National Trust. She
was a prize-winning breeder of Herdwick sheep and a generous patron
of the Girl Guides.
Potter was always known as Beatrix, though her first name was Helen.
Her stories were deeply influenced by fairy tales and fantasy, and she
had little respect for outward forms of religion, which she described
as 'almost useless', although her stories suggested belief in 'a great
power silently working all things for good.'
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The Local Activities (LA) Group in Illingworth and Bradshaw was formed specifically to
improve the health and wellbeing of people over 50 in this area of Halifax.

The LA Group’s activities will stop for two weeks over
Christmas and the New Year - the last classes being on
Thursday, 20th December and starting again on
Tuesday, 8th January
All the following activities take place at Illingworth Moor Methodist Church

TUESDAYS
KEEP FIT

from 10 am to 11 am £3.00
Not too hard, but not too easy!
This is a fun aerobic exercise class to get you fit and keep you healthy.
NEW AGE KURLING from 11.15 am – 12.15 pm £2.00
Both the above activities are suitable for a range of abilities

LINE DANCING from 2 pm – 3 pm

£3.00

(not on the first Tuesday in the month)

WEDNESDAYS
CRAFTY CLUB

from 10.15 am - 12.15 pm £2.00
Join the friendly group for knitting, card making and other crafts (some
materials provided) plus hand massage or just a brew and a natter.

THURSDAYS
INTERMEDIATE PILATES CLASS from 9.45 am – 10.45 am £3.00
BEGINNERS PILATES CLASS from 11 am – 12 noon £3.00
To improve core stability and strength

ART CLASS from 10.00 am – 12 noon £5.00
Professional Tutor. Suitable for all levels – beginners are welcome.
Some materials provided.
NEW MEMBERS ALWAYS WELCOME AT ANY OF THE ACTIVITIES
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CHURCH CONTACTS
Mixenden and Illingworth Parish: Holy Nativity Church
Rev Robb Sutherland
Minister:
01422 353929
Tel:
Holy Nativity Church, Sunnybank Road,
Address:
Mixenden, HX2 8RX
www.holynativity.co.uk
Web:
holynativitymix
Facebook:
@holynativitymix
Twitter:
St Malachy’s
Parish Priest:
Tel:
Pastoral Assistant:
Address:

Mgr Michael McQuinn
01422 361682
Sister Anne C.P
The Presbytery, Nursery Lane, Ovenden,
Halifax, HX3 5NS

Illingworth Moor Methodist Church, Keighley Road,
Illingworth, Halifax, HX2 9LL
Rev Paul Welch
Minister:
01422 244418
Tel:
The Manse, “St Ives”, 160 Whitehill Road,
Address:
Illingworth, Halifax, HX2 9UH
www.illingworthmoor.org.uk
Web:
Moor Methodist Church
Illingworth
Facebook:
Illingworth Moor Church Good As New Shop
Facebook:

DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT MESSENGER
The last day for contributions to be
included in the February Edition is
Friday, 18th January 2019.
Items can be handed in to your Church
representative, dropped off at
Illingworth Moor Good-As-New-Shop or
direct to the Editor: Irene Mulhall at
irene.mu@blueyonder.co.uk
Tel: 01422 249070
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