
                              

 

 

 
 

Home Security Advice 

Information taken from West Yorkshire Police website – Nov 2018 
 

Home Security 

There are many ways you can prevent your home being targeted by a burglar and it should 
be part of your daily routine. Making sure your property is secure doesn’t have to be too 
expensive or take up too much of your time – it may just be a case of getting into the habit 
of using the security you already have? 

The best way to review your existing security is deal with it in three sections: 

 Perimeter 
 Shell 
 Interior 

 
When looking at each of these aspects of your home do it as if you were the offender, what 
weak spots would you identify and how easy would it be for you to gain access to your 
property?   

The answers to these questions will assist you in prioritising any upgrades to your security. 

Perimeter 

The perimeter is the basically the boundary to your property and the protection to the 
boundary may take the form of a wall, fence, hedge or a combination depending on the 
type of home you live in.   

Basic areas to consider when reviewing your perimeter are: 

 Have you got high hedges to the front of your property that may prevent 
someone from being seen if they are attempting to get into your home? 
 

 If you have gates within the perimeter do you use them and keep them 
closed and locked? 

 

 Is fencing in good condition and well maintained?  Are fencing panels fixed to 
the posts to prevent them from being removed or lifted from their position? 

 

 Are there any gaps in the perimeter that someone could simply walk   
through? 

 

 Do you have adequate external security lighting that illuminates your 
garden?  Is it in working order and sufficient for your needs? 

 



                              

Shell 
 

It’s really important that you have adequate levels of physical security on your doors and 
windows and that your doors and windows are in good condition.  It’s equally as important 
that you use the security that you already have.  Making upgrades around your home 
doesn’t necessarily have to cost a lot of money.  Basic areas to consider when reviewing the 
shell of your property are: 

 Are your doors, windows and the frames they are fitted within in good 
condition or are they deteriorating?  If you are replacing doors and windows 
ensure that they meet the latest standards 

 Is any glass in doors and windows damaged in anyway? 

 Do you have adequate locks on ground floor and upper floor windows that 
are accessible? 

 Have you got a burglar alarm?  Does it work?  Do you set when leaving your 
home unoccupied and before you go to bed? 

 Have you got euro-cylinder locks on your doors?  If yes, do they meet the 
very latest standards – TS007 (3 star rating) or SS312 (Sold Secure Diamond 
Standard). 

 

Interior 

Security doesn’t stop at the front gate or door to your home and there are certain things 
that you can do inside that may deter an offender and prevent you from becoming a victim 
of burglary.   

Basic areas to consider when reviewing the interior of your property are: 

 Do you leave items such as car keys, money, jewellery, mobile phones or 
laptops on view?  Would it be easy for an offender to look through your window 
and see such items on show or within reach of a letterbox or cat flap? 

 If you have large amounts of jewellery in your home you could consider 
fitting a domestic safe, utilising deposit boxes at banks if available and marking 
your items with a DNA solution 

 Have you got your property marked around your home?  There are many 
different products available to do this and your local Crime Prevention Officer will 
be able to advise further on the best options for you.  You should also keep a 
written and photographic record of items of financial or sentimental value 

 Do you use timer switches to illuminate your home when it is left 
unoccupied?  Timers should be rotated around your home and you may want to 
use more than one 

 Do you shred personal receipts, statements, bills and official documentation 
before throwing them in the bin?  Doing this is quick, easy and may prevent you 
from becoming a victim of identity theft 

 



                              

CCTV and Alarms 

CCTV 

You can buy CCTV cameras on their own or as part of a security system. Costs vary but start 
at approximately £20 for a basic camera to hundreds of pounds for more sophisticated 
systems. 

Outdoor cameras need to be weatherproof and positioned high enough so that they can’t 
be tampered with but at a decent angle to identify any individuals if needed. Remember to 
accurately time-stamp your CCTV with the correct date and time, just in case it is needed for 
evidential purposes. 

Wireless vs wired: 

 Wired systems are the usually cheaper, but can be difficult to install. A wire 
connects directly from the camera to a recording device such as a PC or standalone 
digital video recorder (DVR). 

 Wireless systems transmit images to a computer, tablet or mobile phone 
using analogue or digital technology. You can purchase smart security cameras that 
link to an app on a smartphone or tablet which you can use to monitor your home 
while you’re out. There are some that even double as a wireless doorbell so you 
can communicate with genuine callers to your door too. 

 
The image needs to be sufficiently clear for someone to be identified. The image quality is 
determined by the camera resolution and the light sensitivity (“lux”). Look for CCTV with the 
greatest resolution and lowest lux within your price range. 

Other options to consider are cameras with night vision and motion detection. Night vision 
cameras are more effective in low light as they record in black and white and make use of 
infrared illumination. Motion detection sensors automatically turn on when they detect 
movement, which is useful to reduce the amount of footage you’re storing. 

Important information 
 

Your CCTV cameras should only cover your property and not public spaces or other people’s 
houses or gardens. Speak to your neighbours about your plans and the positioning of your 
cameras. Consider putting up a sign to declare that you have CCTV for your neighbours and 
potential intruders to see. 

Please see additional guidance published by the Government: at  
 

www.gov.uk/government/publications/domestic-cctv-using-cctv-systems-on-your-
property/domestic-cctv-using-cctv-systems-on-your-property 
 
Intruder alarms 

Intruder alarms can be used to compliment the physical security measures in your home. 
They should be used as a deterrent and means of summoning help if physical security is 
breached. There are many alarm systems on the market ranging from fairly cheap alarms, 
which you can fit yourself, to more expensive sophisticated systems, which need to be 
installed by professionals. 



                              

If you are thinking about installing a burglar alarm, you should do the following: 

 Get at least three quotes and specialist advice from companies that supply 
alarms. 
 Use companies registered with either the National Security Inspectorate 
(NSI): www.nsi.org.uk or the Security Systems and Alarm Inspection Board 
(SSAIB): www.ssaib.org. 

 
Types of alarms: 

 Audible-only - When the alarm is triggered, it sounds an internal and/or 
external alarm to attract attention to the property but do not contact anyone. 
They rely on the homeowner or neighbours to look for suspicious activity and 
make contact with the police. 
 
 Dialler alarms - When triggered, these systems automatically dial your phone 
number, or that of a nominated friend or family member to alert you even when 
you are not at the property. 
 
 Smart home-security systems - These contact you or a nominated person via 
a smartphone or tablet when triggered. They allow you to control your smart 
security from your phone, even when you’re away from home. 
 
 Monitored alarms - These require a monthly/annual contract with a 
company to take action or call the police if the alarm is triggered. 

 
Wireless vs wired: 

 Wireless alarms use battery-powered sensors that communicate with a 
control panel using radio signals. They are generally more expensive to purchase 
and you will need batteries for all components. However, you may be able to 
install them yourself and have the ability to add additional sensors or relocate 
them when needed. 

 Wired alarms need wires running to each of the sensors to work. They are 
cheaper to buy, but usually require a professional to install them so labour costs 
are higher. 

You should also consider the types of sensors you need – motion sensor, pet friendly motion 
sensors, door/window magnetic contacts, vibration sensors or glass break sensors. 

 

Car Key Burglaries 

Having your vehicle stolen can be extremely upsetting and have a major impact on your 
daily routine – getting to work, dropping the kids off at school or running a business.  Car 
Key burglaries account for just under 10% of burglaries in West Yorkshire and some of the 
makes and models stolen include VW Golf, Vauxhall Astra, Ford Focus, Ford Fiesta, Audi A3 
and Vauxhall Corsa.   

https://www.nsi.org.uk/
https://ssaib.org/


                              

The vehicles stolen may end up getting written off, used in other criminal offences, sold on 
or broken down for parts. 

 If you have a garage don’t use it as a storage area, clear it out and keep your 
vehicle secure inside it 

 If you have to park your vehicle on your driveway or on the street, consider 
using additional security devices, make sure the area is well lit, ensure the 
vehicle is secure and that nothing of value is left in it – i.e. tools, laptops, 
money, route finder 

 If you have gates securing your driveway area make sure you keep them 
closed and locked 

 If required, consider getting a professionally fitted car alarm and/or 
immobiliser 

 Never leave your car keys on show through a window when not using them.  
Do not leave them in locks, on the window ledges or kitchen/hall tables and 
never on a hook behind the door or in reach of a letterbox or cat flap 

 

Your vehicle may be the second biggest investment you make after your home and it’s very 
important to do all you can to secure it and not attract any unwanted passing attention to it. 

 

Door and window advice 

Some top tips on securing your windows and doors around your home. 

How to secure your doors 
 

 When buying a new door, it is better to buy a new "door set" which 
includes the frame and door as a complete set, certified to British Standard 
PAS 24. 

 If refurbishing a door, check that the frame is sturdy. If it is rotten or weak 
then it should ideally be replaced. 

 Door hinges should be secured with strong, long screws to make them 
sturdy. 

 If your door opens outwards, consider fitting hinge bolts or security hinges 
to help reinforce the hinge side of a door against force. 

 Wooden doors should be fitted with a 5-lever motice lock tested to BS 
3621. This standard is usually a requirement for insurance policies. 

 Eurocylinder locks on uPVC and composite doors should meet minimum 
standards. See the section on euro-cylinder advice for more information. 

 Fit a door viewer so you can identify people before opening the door if you 
don't have a suitable window to look through. 

 If you have a door chain, it is advisable to check the callers identity 
through a window or door viewer before using the chain. Door chains can 
be used to communicate with callers but they will not help secure a locked 
door against burglary. 

https://www.westyorkshire.police.uk/euro-cylinder-advice


                              

 How to secure your windows 

 When buying new windows, you should purchase those which are certified 
to British Standard PAS 24. 

 

 Window locks are essential on ground floors and above flat roofs. They can 
be retro fitted to many windows. 

 

 Consider installing additional locks and security to patio doors and 
conservatories which may be vulnerable to attack. 

 

 When buying patio doors, ask for the sliding section to be on the inside and 
for anti-lift blocks. 

 

Insecure Burglaries 

Insecure or Sneak-In burglary accounts for approximately 1 in 4 burglaries across West 
Yorkshire.  This method of entering someone’s home only occurs if a door or window has 
been left open or unlocked.  It only takes a minute to prevent it and costs nothing other 
than your to time to stop it from happening. 

Insecure burglary can happen when you are out or when you are at home, so it is vital that 
you keep doors and windows locked at all times.  It’s extremely important to get into the 
habit of locking doors and windows either when you are leaving or arriving home – make 
sure that everyone else who lives in your home does the same thing. 

Do you leave your doors/windows unlocked in any of the following situations? 

 Just got home from work 
 Doing a bit of gardening 
 Nipping round to the neighbours for a chat 
 Going to the local shop – only going to be 5 minutes 
 Your friends are due to call round, so you leave the door open so they can 

let themselves in 
 
Sound familiar?  If yes, please get into the habit of locking your doors and windows at all 
times – it literally only takes a minute of your time and could prevent you from becoming a 
victim of burglary.  Some of your possessions will hold sentimental value or could be 
irreplaceable and it’s vital that offenders are not provided with an open door invite to 
potentially steal them.   

Please remember that it only takes a minute to make sure that doors and windows are 
locked, not left open and that the keys are removed from the locks and kept in a safe place. 

 

 

 



                              

Doorstep Crime 

The aim of the doorstep criminal is to try and talk their way into your home, after all if they 
can walk through your front door after receiving an invite from you, why should they go to 
all the trouble of having to break into your property? 

Unfortunately this type of crime does occur with callers varying in appearance and using a 
number of excuses to try and trick their way into people’s homes. 

Ask yourself… 
 Doors and windows locked? 
 Are you expecting anyone? 
 Does the caller have ID? 
 Does their ID check out using the number from your bill or phonebook? 
 

Say NO to cold callers. If in doubt… KEEP THEM OUT! 
  

Rogue Traders 

These are dishonest tradespeople who often turn up unannounced. You may want some 
work doing, but this isn't the way to do it. A rogue trader may leaflet an area before making 
doorstep calls and often offer roofing, gardening and handyperson jobs. The work may be 
unnecessary, done to a poor standard and overpriced. 

It's best to not open the door to anyone you don't recognise. 

Remember: 

 Obtain 3 written quotes before choosing a trader. 

 Don’t pay any money upfront, particular in cash. 

 Only pay for work once it has been completed and you are satisfied with the 
job. 

 Report issues with rogue traders to West Yorkshire Police online, by 
calling 101 or by texting 07786 200 200 if you are deaf or hard of hearing. Call 
or text 999 if they are still on your doorstep. 

 Report issues with companies to West Yorkshire Trading Standards via 
Citizens Advice online or by calling 0345 404 0506. 

 

Consider using a trusted trader scheme or charitable organisation for the work: 

 Age UK Calderdale & Kirklees Business Directory 

 Leeds Directory of Vetted Traders 

 Royal British Legion's Handy Van Service - Poppy Calls 

 Not an exhaustive list - other organisations are available that may offer the 
same services. 

https://www.westyorkshire.police.uk/report-it
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/consumer/get-more-help/report-to-trading-standards/
http://www.aubdcalderdaleandkirklees.co.uk/
http://www.leedsdirectory.org/
https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-support/independent-living/handy-van/


                              

 Bogus Callers / Distraction Burglary 

These are people who try to con their way into your home to steal or trick you out of 
money. They often pretend to be from a professional company such as your energy or water 
provider. However, they may pretend they need some help, are an old friend, collecting for 
charity or say that they are conducting a survey. This type of criminal may work with an 
accomplice who sneaks in and searches your house for valuables while you are kept 
distracted. 

Remember: 

 You don’t have to let anyone into your home. 

 Check other doors and windows are locked before answering the door so no 
one else can sneak in. 

 Ask for ID through the letterbox and call the number in your bill or 
phonebook to check the caller’s identity. Keep the door locked until you’re 
happy to let them in. 

 You may find it handy to keep a list of useful telephone numbers by the 
phone so that you know exactly where genuine company numbers are if 
needed. 

 Utility services may operate a password system, contact your provider to find 
out more. 

  

Doorstep Sellers / Cold Callers 

Some uninvited callers at your door may be persuasive salespeople offering large discounts 
and time-limited offers. They may refuse to take ‘no’ for an answer and use pushy tactics. 

Remember: 

 Don’t buy from doorstep sellers. 

 Know your consumer rights regarding ‘cooling-off periods’. Visit 
the Citizens Advice website for information and advice. 

 If cold callers are a problem in your area, you may want to consider 
setting up a Cold Calling Control Zone, managed by West Yorkshire 
Trading Standards. 

 

Some companies may contact you by telephone first offering a home appointment. 
Although less intrusive, this is still a cold caller and you shouldn’t feel pressured into making 
a decision. It’s good practice to ask a family member or neighbour to be with you if you 
arrange an appointment with someone over the phone. 

 

 

https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/consumer/changed-your-mind/changing-your-mind-about-something-youve-bought/
http://www.wyjs.org.uk/trading-standards/projects-and-initiatives/cold-calling-control-zones/


                              

Shed and garage security 

People don't often secure their shed or garage in the same way they do their homes. People 
often end up using a flimsy lock or padlock to protect the contents. Burglars know sheds are 
a weak point when it comes to security and often see them as easy targets. 

Most common items stolen from your shed or garage 

 Bikes 

 Mowers 

 Garden tools 

 Power tools 

Shed security 

 Make sure that your shed door, door frame and walls are solid. 

 Replace any damaged or rotten areas with new sections. 

 Try to place the shed door facing your house and not too close to a perimeter 
wall or gate. 

 Consider keeping valuable items in a strong lockable box or cage. 

 Fit two closed shackle padlocks on strong padlock hasps - one a third of the way 
up from the bottom of the door and one a third of the way down from the top of 
the door. 

 Fit wire mesh or bars on the inside of your window frames. 

 Wrap a strong chain around and through the handles of garden tools, lawn 
mowers, cycles etc and secure the chain to the wall using a padlock or a ground 
anchor fixed to the base of the shed. 

 Consider integrating your shed into your home alarm system, especially if you 
have valuable items in it. Use door contact sensors and check your glass is 
secure before installing break glass sensors. 

 Illuminate the area around your shed using dusk till dawn lighting. 

Garage security 

 If you have a household alarm fitted, consider extending the system into the 
garage area. 

 Fit a garage door blocker on the outside of the door. This product bolts 
permanently to the floor, has a large 'T' bar shaped restrictor and a quality 
locking device. 

 Consider fitting a pair of garage door locks that are fitted either vertically or 
horizontally and can be locked either from the inside or outside of the garage. 

 Install dead bolts mounted one on each edge of the door inside the garage. 
When in use, the locks throw a bolt into the doorframe or the concrete floor 
of the garage. 

 Various good quality 'up and over' or 'rolling' deadlocking door handles can 
be purchased to replace any existing poor quality locks to give better security. 

 Consider purchasing loop cables. These have a long braided steel cable and a 
two-bolt anchor locking point. These fix to garage walls or floors and can be 
passed through expensive property such as quad bikes, etc. Some cables are 
alarmed. 



                              

Euro-cylinder advice 

Cylinder locks are present on the majority of UPVC doors and we are aware that some 
offenders have developed a way of overcoming them to then gain access into a home.  West 
Yorkshire Police have led on this issue nationally with colleagues at Secured by Design and 
industry/trade authorities such as the British Standards Institute, the Door & Hardware 
Federation and the Master Locksmiths Association.  There are now ways that you can 
reduce the opportunity for a euro-cylinder burglary to take place at your home. 

Two nationally recognised standards exist for cylinders: 

 TS 007 (1 star or 3 star) 

 Sold Secure Diamond Standard for lock cylinders (SS312) 
 

Door handles are also tested to TS 007 standards and can achieve a 2 star rating. 

West Yorkshire Police recommend that a 3 star 
solution is the minimum to achieve if you are 
upgrading your cylinders. The fitting of a cylinder 
achieving a 3 star rating is the preferred option 
given it provides the maximum level of security for 
a lock under the TS 007 testing process. However, 
3 stars can also be achieved by fitting a 1 star 
cylinder in combination with a 2 star handle. 
Depending on your budget you could obviously 
achieve a 5 star solution too by the fitting of a 3 
star cylinder in combination with a 2 star handle.  

The star rating system has been designed to give you options depending on your personal 
circumstances and existing security. 
Cylinders achieving the Sold Secure Diamond Standard (SS312) are also tested to the highest 
standards and this standard is recognised alongside TS 007 at a national level. 

Top 5 Tips: 

 Look to upgrade your cylinder locks to one’s that have either achieved a 3 star rating under 
TS 007 and/or the Sold Secure Diamond Standard (SS312).  Some cylinders have achieved 
both. 

 Enhanced security handles achieving a 2 star rating under TS 007 should also be considered. 

 Cylinder locks can be changed by yourself.  However, it is vital that they are measured 
properly to ensure the right size for your door.  They should NOT be fitted so that they are 
left protruding from the door unit or handle. 

 If you are going to ask someone to upgrade your locks for you consider using the Master 
Locksmiths Association (www.locksmiths.co.uk).  Always obtain 3 quotes for the fitting of 
new locks to the standards referenced above and pick the one that best suits your 
circumstances. 

 You may also be able to fit sash jammers to your doors, which have also proven to prevent 
burglaries.  It’s important that you check the warranty for your door first though, in order to 
ensure that the fitting of additional devices won’t negate it. 

http://www.locksmiths.co.uk/


                              

If you would like further advice on this matter, or any aspect of crime prevention, please do 
not hesitate to contact your local Crime Prevention Officer. 
  

External Links: 
 Master Locksmiths Association – www.locksmiths.co.uk 
 Secured by Design – www.securedbydesign.com 
 Sold Secure – www.soldsecure.com 
 Door & Hardware federation – www.dhfonline.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.westyorkshire.police.uk/help-advice/what-crime-prevention/contact-us
http://www.locksmiths.co.uk/
http://www.securedbydesign.com/
http://www.soldsecure.com/
http://www.dhfonline.org.uk/

