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 Illingworth Ward Forum and joint 

Illingworth Neighbourhood Watch 
For more information, go to www.halifaxnorthandeast.com;                            
email team@halifaxnorthandeast.com; or ring 0300 555 0266 

 

Date:  Wednesday 21 March 2018  

Venue:  Illingworth Fire Station Keighley Road Illingworth Halifax HX2 9LL 

M e e t i n g  N o t e  

Present: Councillor Dan Sutherland (Chair), Councillor Lisa Lambert, Councillor Barry Collins PS Phil 
Haigh PC Chris Newton (West Yorkshire Police) Lee Ackroyd (Community Warden) Karen Scanlon 
(Ovenden Initiative) David Duffy Calderdale Library – Plus 25 Residents  

    1. Welcome and introductions  

Councillor Dan Sutherland opened the meeting and introduced himself and the other officers 
present and gave a brief round of introductions from everyone at the meeting. Cllr Sutherland 
outlined the format of the meeting and how people can raise issues and have their say   

Councillor Dan Sutherland also welcomed Lee Ackroyd new North and East Community 
Warden and PC Chris Newton Ward Officer from West Yorkshire Police 

2 Local Updates and Minutes of the last meeting  

2.1 Youths in Illingworth –At the December Ward Forum residents highlighted that over 
40/50 youths and young people are hanging around on Natty Lane Park causing residents 
to be afraid and distress. PS Phil Haigh confirmed that West Yorkshire Police have 
priorities in the area to look into this ASB and have deployed extra PSCOs to monitor and 
patrol the area daily and are working with partners to reduce the issues. In the meantime 
a Dispersal Order was issued for the area and partners including Police, Community 
Safety Partnership and Youth Workers have been deployed over a series of weekends 
looking at engaging with young people. 

Young people who have been spoken to have all received letters regarding Anti-Social 
Behaviour However the good news is since the dispersal order it appears to have 
quietened dramatically and no recent reports of ASB of this nature have been recorded in 
this area     

Cllr Lisa Lambert confirmed the request to CMBC Children and Young People services 
and other voluntary services that provided youth provision to map out work that is 
widely available for young people in the North Halifax area and that this is on-going  

Also at the December Ward Forum residents asked about the feasibility of reopening the 
Phoenix Centre at Holdsworth Road for the use of young people in the Illingworth area 

http://www.halifaxnorthandeast.com/
mailto:team@halifaxnorthandeast.com
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Cllr Dan Sutherland confirmed that he had looked into this with Children and Young 
Peoples Service and at the minute they have no provisions to reopen this centre. 
However after talks with Richard Mulhall from Whitehilll Academy Trust the school will 
be operating an open youth drop in for young people of all ages and are looking at sport 
provision including a possible MUGA site at Occupation Lane Cllr Dan Sutherland will 
provided more of an update on progress for the June Ward Forum   

2.2 Local Plan Consultations- At the December Ward Forum Councillor Dan Sutherland 
said that the Council had published a number of documents which was available to read 
and consultable from 4th August to 29th September 2017  

See plan http://calderdale.objective.co.uk/portal/planning_services/ 

Councillor Dan Sutherland said that council are looking at a review of the use of Green 
Belt land and a suggestion will be put forward to use Brown belt land first. The 
consultation raised over 10,000 individual comments  

Cllr Sutherland said that 1,000 sites have been proposed for the Illingworth /Bradshaw 
area and will rank in order of priority. The council have taken direction from the 
government and are looking at ways to enable them to achieve the suggested figures by 
government policy H9. 

The local plan is growing and developing yearly and after the recent consultation the 
council will take on board all suggestions .The consultation had a fantastic responses 
from local people. Cllr Sutherland confirmed that a new timeline will be developed and 
implemented using the information from February 2018  

Some of the suggestion from the Illingworth Ward Forum included  

• Incentive for the usage of Brown field site instead of Green Belt  

• Local people feel that the Illingworth/Bradshaw cannot cope with the building 
of 750 new properties and that the infacturture needs to be addressed before 
any development  

• Public meeting for people to put forward suggestions and ideas  

• Create a plan that safeguards the local area 

• Looking into the councils methodology 

• Looking at the timeline of the development      

Cllr Sutherland said that It will replace the Calderdale Unitary development plan (RCUDP) 
when it is approved, which could be in 2019. Note: Until then, all planning decisions are 
based on the RCUDP and the National planning policy framework (NPPF). The Local plan 
must be based on robust evidence.  

      The documents open for comment were:  

Local Plan - Initial Draft: This is the full text of draft policy and reasoning for the policies. 
You can Click and Comment on any part of the document. General Comments may be 

http://calderdale.objective.co.uk/portal/planning_services/
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made alongside the heading on the first page to the document. 
http://calderdale.objective.co.uk/portal/planning_services/lp17/lpid 
 
Policies Map: This shows where policies apply on a map of Calderdale. You can see the 
potential allocations for new housing, employment, open space and other designations 
on this map. You can Click and Comment from selected sites from this mapping. 
https://www.calderdale.gov.uk/v2/maps/local-plan-initial-draft 

Sustainability Appraisal of the Local Plan - Initial Draft 2017: This sets out the required 
sustainability appraisal of the Local Plan. This includes strategic environmental 
assessment. http://calderdale.objective.co.uk/portal/planning_services/lp17/sa 

Habitats Regulations Assessment: This sets out the required appraisal of the plan. It is in 
relation to the important habitats formed by parts of the Pennine Moors. 
http://calderdale.objective.co.uk/portal/planning_services/hra/hra 

Cllr Sutherland said that he will keep the ward up to date with any changes developments 
at the June Ward Forum  

Cllr Sutherland confirmed a plan to bring affordable homes, training and jobs to 
Calderdale over the next five years has moved a step closer, after Together Housing 
Group signed an investment partnership agreement with Calderdale Council to bring 
forward development worth over £70 million. The Calderdale Together Housing 
Investment Partnership will see up to 650 homes built for affordable rent and home 
ownership, including through schemes such as shared ownership. 

Work has already begun as part of the partnership. The transformation of Beech Hill in 
Halifax is moving forward, with plans to build houses on the empty tower block site and 
at the Council’s former highways depot. Last month, two sites received planning 
permission to bring forward 20 new homes – 

This investment will see a welcome boost to housing in Calderdale as well as an increase 
in learning and work opportunities. As part of the programme of work, contractors will 
also provide traineeships, apprenticeships and new employment in the area this work is 
only possible because we can share resources across the partnership  

The scheme is also supported through a grant from Homes England 

  3.  Library Review- David Duffy Calderdale libraries addressed the ward forum with important 
information regarding possible changes to the library in this case Beechwood Library  

         David outlined possible options for local people to consider 
 
  The context in which the library offer is delivered continues to change, this is both in terms of 

how the public access it and the ability of the council to fund it in a position of continually 
reducing budgets. It would not be possible to deliver the level of savings required without 
changes to the current service delivery The Council is looking at what is best for each 
individual library and community now and in the future. This is to ensure a modern, relevant 
service which is able to thrive in the 21st century 

 

http://calderdale.objective.co.uk/portal/planning_services/lp17/lpid
https://www.calderdale.gov.uk/v2/maps/local-plan-initial-draft
http://calderdale.objective.co.uk/portal/planning_services/lp17/sa
http://calderdale.objective.co.uk/portal/planning_services/hra/hra
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 There is a budgetary requirement to make savings of £30,000 in 2018-19, rising to 
£160,000 in 2019-20. The saving of £30,000 could be contained within the overall 
library budget, the successive year saving of £130,000 cannot. The review of 
community libraries is being undertaken to develop a clear way forward, which 
identifies and addresses the challenges for each site in the context of the Council’s 
overall priorities 

 The Library (BEECHWOOD) needs a new roof and full re-pointing, the cost of both 
needs to be determined 

 More pressing however is that the electrical installation is approximately 30 years old 
        and needs upgrading at an estimated cost of £15,000- £20,000 

 The potential costs of repairs may call into question the viability of the building. We 
        welcome ideas from the community regarding opportunities to relocate the service 

elsewhere alongside existing services in the locality 

 Visits in 2016/17 were up on the previous two years and issues look to have steadied. 
The library is large enough to be remodelled to accommodate other complementary 
services 

 There is an opportunity to build on links within the local community to increase the 
use of the service. 

 Explore interest in community organisations and groups operating the library, as 
                       either a library or as a community venue incorporating a library offer. 

 Explore interest in a voluntary group staffing the library, with the Council still 
         providing support with stock and IT – thereby retaining as part of statutory provision 

Local people are being asked to have their say on the future of community libraries in 
Calderdale. This is to ensure they meet their needs. David said that Calderdale Council is holding 
a public consultation to drive a review of its 15 community libraries. This will take place from 
March until 30th April 2018. You can also have your say by using the 

https://www.calderdale.gov.uk/v2/library-consultation  

Councillor Barry Collins added that the site of the old Library at Westgate Halifax will be used to 
develop a 6form collage as part of Trinity Academy and that the existing 6form at Shay Lane will 
be used to allow more students 11-16 years access to the Trinity site  

4.  Police Update and Neighbourhood Watch – 

4.1 Police Update - PS Phil Haigh reported that after a recent recruitment drive for West 
Yorkshire Police Illingworth will receive new PCs and PCSOs who will be visible in the area from 
May /June in the meantime PC Chris Newton has taken on Ward Officer role from PC Kim 
McCloskey with ongoing support from PCSO Katie Robinson and PCSO Megan Boothroyd  

 Burglaries - PS Phil Haigh confirmed that recent figures for the meeting since the last 
Ward Forum in December are lower than previously reported however burglaries  
across Calderdale are higher but the good news is that none are in the Illingworth 
area   

 Natty Lane - Reports regarding ASB and young people around Natty Lane area 
however the good news is since the dispersal order it appears to have quietened 
dramatically and no recent reports of ASB of this nature have been recorded in this 
area     

https://www.calderdale.gov.uk/v2/library-consultation
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 Heathmoor Park Road – Reports regarding the ASB use of Quads and 4x4 Land rovers  
causing disruption to the land on Heathmoor  

4.2  Illingworth Neighbourhood Watch –Karen Scanlon to look at arranging dates with PC Chris    
Newton and forwarded to watch members     

5. Open Forum  

5.1 Speeding in Illingworth –Residents reported cars not adhering to the 20mph limit set in the 
Illingworth area in particular around Riley Lane /Shay Lane and Illingworth Road area Action 
PC Newton to conduct a speed initiative in the area and will also ask to deploy Operation 
Hawmill into the area  

5.2 Dog Foul – Since the recent spate of bad weather residents have noticed an increase in dog 
faeces at Tewit Lane /Illingworth Road/Mosely Drive and Riley Lane also someone is leaving 
dog faeces in bags on walls and edges in and around Riley Lane–Action Community Warden 
to patrol area  

5.3 Calderdale Way –A resident reported that a resident who lives at the back of Bradshaw St 
Johns Church who owns and runs a heating and ventilation business from the property is 
burning plastic and other materials used to run the business .The resident making the report 
has previously informed Environmental Health and felt that nothing had been done since the 
resident appears to be still burring and causing lots of pollution to the environment-Action 
Karen Scanlon and Community Warden to visit site    

   6.  Ward Forum – Date of next meeting 

         Tuesday 12 June 2018 6.00pm Illingworth Fire Station Keighley Road Illingworth HX2 9LL 

 

 

 

 Follow us on Twitter @hxnorthandeast     Find us on Facebook! Hxnorthandeast 

 


