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 Mixenden Ward Forum 
For more information, go to www.halifaxnorthandeast.com;                            
email team@halifaxnorthandeast.com; or ring 01422 255402 

 

M e e t i n g  N o t e  

Date:  Tuesday 20th March 2018 

Venue:  Holy Nativity Church, Mixenden 

Present: Cllr. Dan Sutherland (Chair); Cllr. Barry Collins; Cllr Lisa Lambert; Sgt. Phil Haigh, PC 
Chris Newton, Bobbie West, George Patterson (Together Housing); Tony King, Lee Ackroyd 
(Ovenden and Mixenden Initiative) 20 Residents 

1. Meet the services 

1.1. In attendance was staff from Together Housing, officers from West Yorkshire Police, 
and Mixenden Initiative.  

2. Welcome and introductions 

2.1. Cllr. Sutherland opened the meeting by welcoming everyone and introducing himself 
and the other officers present including Lee Ackroyd the new Community Warden 
for NE Halifax. 

3. Updates from the previous meeting 

3.1. Hebble Brook flooding – residents again reported that flooding was a problem in 
Hebble brook. Action: Cllr Collins has requested for a full drainage survey to take 
place and will follow this up. 

3.2. Dog Fouling – Residents complained about the amount of dog faeces in Brow 
bottom and High Lees  Action; L Ackroyd to visit area and take appropriate action. 

3.3. Grit bins – Residents felt there was a need for grit bins in the Woodbrooks and 
Mixenden Close areas so smaller side streets can be gritted by residents if need be. 
Action; Cllr Collins said he had submitted a request to the council. 

3.4. Together Housing Update – A company by the name of Stirling have bought 
Dodgeholme flats and are in the process of renovating the block and then selling 
‘luxury flats’. Re Woodbrook Road flats there is a small number of residents still 
residing there and they are being consulted with as to the future of the flats, 
possibility that they will be demolished and new homes may be built or the area 
landscaped? As for the high rise flats in Mixenden there are over 100 vacancies 
which Together housing are having difficulty in filling, there is a possibility that 
Wheatley court may be sold to a company called ALD who will renovate the flats for 
private sale. However before this happen’s all residents in the block are to be 
consulted with once this is done a final decision will be made. All cladding on flats 
are to be removed and replaced with a new render solution. Together Housing are 

http://www.halifaxnorthandeast.com/
mailto:team@halifaxnorthandeast.com


2 | P a g e  

working in partnership with Calderdale MBC on a affordable housing project, the first 
project is the development of the Beech Hill area other areas to be considered are 
Furness and Mixenden. 

4. Police update 

4.1. Sgt Haigh introduced PC Chris Newton the new neighbourhood officer for North 
Halifax he went on to say that in the near future there will be another 2 or 3 PC’s for 
the area along with more PCSO’s. 

4.2. Sgt Haigh said as for crime/ASB Mixenden is quiet at the moment, this may be due to 
the recent bad weather, he did say that there has been a problems with quad bikes 
which has resulted in a quad bike being seized.   

4.3. PC Newton said that the police had been involved in a licensing operation involving 
several shops in the NE Halifax area which had resulted in the seizure of illegal 
tobacco products valued over a £1 million pounds.  

4.4. A resident asked if the police were still going ahead with forming an off road bike 
unit to tackle the problem of off road bikers in the area, Sgt Haigh confirmed this 
was still happening but at the moment funding was holding up the project. 

4.5. A resident raised the point that during the recent bad weather many young people 
were involved in helping vehicles get through the snow and ice especially emergency 
vehicles.   

5. Library Update. 

5.1. David Duffy from the library service introduced himself and explained about the 
public consultation pertaining to the Library service delivery review, he gave out a 
fact sheet about Mixenden Library. This document included performance and 
financial information about the library including building and staffing costs, Mr Duffy 
went on to say that £30,000 needs to be saved in 2018-19 rising to £160,000 in 2019-
20. Further discussions took place around identified challenges to Mixenden library 
including the age of the building and maintenance costs, how services can be 
improved, building prone to ASB vandalism. There was a discussion that if the 
Mixenden Hub finally gets the go-ahead then the library will be relocated to that 
venue. Residents were urged to complete and return the consultation forms.  

6. Ward Forum grants 

6.1. TK explained that from the second round of WF grants Holy Nativity Lunch club was 
awarded £500 for a Christmas lunch and Mixenden Utd was awarded £250 for 
running costs. 

7. Council Budget 

7.1. Cllr Collins informed those attending that Labour was working harder than ever and 
that the council budget would protect community services, there would be no 
closure of libraries or Children centres in North Halifax. The council are striving to 
maintain provision and protect vulnerable residents in Calderdale. He went on to say 
that the £20m LED lighting project was successful in the Illingworth area and is now 
being rolled out to other areas of Calderdale. At this point a resident raised 
questions about the impact of the project on the environment and how the old 
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street lamps were disposed of, he was advised to go to the Highways department 
and who would furnish him with the information he sought. 

Cllr Collins said that road surfacing was a problem and extremely costly and the 
council were carrying out temporary repairs, the council were looking to create 
investment of up to £20m so that roads could be properly repaired. 

Cllr Collins went on to say that after a multi million pound renovation scheme the 
Piece Hall has re-opened and has attracted 1.4 million visitors making it a major 
tourist attraction both locally and nationally. Several residents did express their 
opinion that the money to renovate the Piece Hall could have been better spent 
elsewhere, a lively discussion then took place on this issue. 

Several residents were happy with the way Halifax is developing and suggested pride 
in your town events should be created. 

8. Mixenden Hub 

8.1. Mixenden Hub - Cllr Collins said there has been some great news re the Mixenden 
Hub in that the Clinical Commissioning group (CCG) has confirmed £500,000 towards 
the building of the hub, this will now unlock all other funds for the project this 
means that the hub will be built. The hub will include a new health centre, new retail 
outlets, a space for the library and possibly a post office. Good news for mixenden. 

9. Doctors Surgery Appointments. 

9.1 Residents expressed concerns about the operating hours of Mixenden Stones 
surgery which is only 25 hours per week, this leads to appointment times being up to 4 
weeks. CCG have said that the surgery should be operating at least 40hrs a week, they 
will set conditions that if the surgery operates from the new hub it must be open at least 
40hrs per week. Holly Lynch MP has been informed of resident’s concerns and is 
involved. 

10. AOB 

     10.1 The Ash Green School Easter Bonnet parade will take place from 4pm 26th march 
2018 starting at the top school, procession to be led by Cllr Collins. 

    10.2 Mixenden Parents centre – although the centre has had a few problems it is still 
running and providing an excellent service to the community of Mixenden. 

    10.3 Entrance to the park off Slippy Lane has become untidy with weeds that need to be 
cut back. 

11. Date of Next Meeting 

11.1 6.30pm Tuesday 19th June 2018 at Holy Nativity Church, Mixenden. 6.30pm cuppa 
and ‘Meet the Services’ followed by the Ward Forum at 7pm. 

Actions for next meeting  Responsible  

2.2 Hebble Brook flooding - residents reported that this has not 
improved and that flooding is still a problem. Action: Cllr 
Collins will request a proper survey of drainage in Mixenden 

Cllr Collins 
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8.3 Dog fouling - A resident raised issue of dog fouling on Brow 
Bottom Lane at corner of High Lees Road. Action: Lee Ackroyd 
the Community Warden will regularly visit the area. 

 

Tony King 

 

Keep up with what’s going on in your local area - www.halifaxnorthandeast.com 

Follow us on Twitter @hxnorthandeast     Find us on Facebook! Hxnorthandeast 

 

http://www.halifaxnorthandeast.com/

