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 Northowram & Shelf Ward Forum 
For more information, go to www.halifaxnorthandeast.com;                            
email team@halifaxnorthandeast.com; or ring 01422 255402 

 

Date:  Monday 3rd December  2018 

Venue:  Shelf Variety Club, Brighouse & Denholme Gate Road, Halifax. 
 

M e e t i n g  N o t e s  

Present: Cllr S Baines (Chair); Cllr P Caffrey; Cliff Organ (Chair); PC C Reynolds and PCSO Dominic 
Downs (West Yorkshire Police); Tony King Ward Coordinator & Rachael Henry Project Administrator 
(OMI); Helen Enevoldson, Staying Well Worker; 15 Residents.  

Apologies: Cllr Roger Taylor  

1. Welcome and introductions  

1.1 Cliff Organ began by thanking everyone for attending the meeting and introducing the 
officers and councillors present.   

2. Minutes and Matters arising. 

Tony King confirmed that Heather Stout had left North Halifax Partnership. 

 Cllr Caffrey to check and confirm on the statement of the last minutes ‘If owners re-
designate green belt as no longer being green belt, it can be developed on’ 

 

3 Police Updates – PC Reynolds 

3.1 PC Reynolds began by explaining the reduction in burglaries from this time of year to 
last was 56 to 21 and emphasised to the meeting how the local Neighbourhood Police 
Team works with the new shift patterns.  He then gave advice to residents regarding 
the importance of passing any information onto the Police even partial number plates 
and described the recent arrest of four men. Resident Cath Horsfall commented on 
how the community as a whole is starting to use the online Police Reporting Form. 

3.2 Each area has a PCSO, and PC’s now cover more than one area and are now trained on 
the police speed gun. PC Reynolds also told residents about the new Intercept Team 
that has been set up in the area with the main focus being on tackling speeding and 
crime in the area with undercover officers patrolling on foot and by car. 

3.3 A resident mentioned the parking at Shelf Primary school that causes severe 
obstructions during school drop off and pick up time and also the amount of students 
around Secondary school years 7/8 who run across Shelf Roundabout - Cllr P Caffrey 
to investigate. 

 

http://www.halifaxnorthandeast.com/
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3.4 Tony King confirmed the figures of Operation Hawmill, figures since 14th November 
2018. 

Number of seizures  108  
Number of Mobile Offences 38 
Number of Speed Offences 79 
Number of Seatbelt Offences 224 
FPN given out   223 
Drink Driving   1 
Number of other Arrests  16 
Number of S.59 Warning Letters 9  

3.5 Crime Statistics of the last quarter 

Crime in the area is up by 12% over the past year. 

 OFFENCE 17/18 18/19 

Burglary  68 39 

Theft of vehicle 10 12 

Theft from vehicle 31 36 

Assault with Injury 21 29 

Environmental Nuisance 152 109 

ASB Incident 165 164 

   

 

3.6 PCSO Dominic Downs advised residents that during the Festive period, to ensure that 
that their outside lights and alarms are working correctly and make sure they have 
good locks on sheds, garages, windows etc. and that valuables and Christmas presents 
were not left out under the tree or in plain sight.  

3.7 He also advised residents to read the crime prevention leaflet. 

3.8 Residents  can contact Crime Stoppers on 0800 555 111 

3.9 They can also contact Audrey Guvenc at Audrey.Guvenc@westyorkshire.pnn.police.uk 
for any statistical information. 

3.10 A Resident mentioned the amount of ASB in Northowram that occurs on a weekly 
basis by the Doctors Surgery (by non-local youths) PC Reynolds answered with his 
frustration as there have been cuts in funding for new youth clubs, however, assured 
residents that officers do patrol the area. Tony King to see if any youth workers could 
possibly get involved. 

3.11 A resident mentioned the speeding traffic along Denholme Gate Road and 
commented on the signage and humps on Claremount Road having very little effect 
on speeding. Cllr S Baines  responded to the comments and reminded residents of the 
recent Police Operation that took place at Tesco’s and commented that the traffic is 
also getting dealt with by the Bradford Police. Action. TK to look into possibility of a 
speed gun check on Claremount Road. 

3.12 One resident commented on the brightness of the lights from Brighouse Football 
club which can make driving past quite difficult. Action. Cllr P Caffrey to investigate. 

mailto:Audrey.Guvenc@westyorkshire.pnn.police.uk
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4 Residents Feedback on Neighbourhood Issues 

4.1 One resident informed the forum that she had recently complained to CMBC 
regarding tree roots lifting up the pavements. Action. Cllr P Caffrey stated he would 
take all the details after the meeting and investigate the complaint. 

4.2 Concerns were raised regarding the Mini Roundabout at Cooper Lane, Shelf. A 
resident felt that the roundabout was not being used correctly and has quite a high 
rate of accidents. Cllr P Caffrey stated that after the latest accident, an Engineer from 
Highways redesigned the road markings in hope of reducing the number of incidents 
and unfortunately the issue is just down to poor driving skills and unless there is a 
fatality they cannot offer another alternative. 

4.3 Recycling Issues in the area – Resident has had an ongoing issue with Suez where her 
bins have not been emptied correctly, items of recyclables had been left on the street 
and she had experienced rudeness from the refuse collector’s, she has had a visit from 
the manager, but hasn’t of yet seen any improvement. 

Another resident agreed with the issues and said that the amount of litter that is left 
after they have been is very high; he also stated that they need to take more care in 
their work. Cliff Organ advised that residents should carry on complaining. 

4.4 Questions were raised regarding the new trial of permits at certain refuse sites within 
the area. Resident raised concerns as to whether or not it would increase fly tipping 
and would the results be published. Cllr P Caffrey advised residents how to acquire a 
pass and confirmed that it was indeed just a trial and that it would be only for 
Brighouse and Elland. 

4.5 A resident queried the recycling and refuse schemes and asked why different councils 
do not work together allowing residents in different districts to use any refuse sites? 
Mr Organ stated that it wasn’t the local council, who has the authority to say, but the 
company who runs the site that has the final decision, Cllr S Baines also added that 
Calderdale had the best recycling scheme in the borough. 

4.6 Mr Organ confirmed that the recent refuse strike had been suspended.     

5 Neighbour Hood Watch Update 

5.1 Apologies from Cath, who had to leave. Tony King advised residents to Join 
Northowram Neighbourhood Watch on Facebook. 

6 https://www.facebook.com/groups/241667299545420/about/ 
 

 

7 Shelf Library & Village Hall Update  

7.1 Councillor Caffrey explained that there had been no update as the decision has now 
been deferred, and that no library service will be closed, just the buildings. 

8 Staying Well Update – Helen Enevoldson  

8.1 Helen introduced herself and gave a brief introduction to the Staying Well Service. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/241667299545420/about/
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8.2 Helen informed residents that there are 250 people aged 60 plus in the area living 
alone and explained the issues she’s experienced around creating new groups. 

8.3 Helen welcomed any ideas for groups and raised the issues of transport and 
volunteering problems. 

9 Friends of Shelf Park Update 

9.1 The group had a positive last meeting and now have a new committee who will review 
the constitution and meet again in January 2019. Action. Tony King invited members of 
the Forum to get involved. 

9. Local Plan Update  

9.1 Brian began by explaining to residents what the Local Development Plan is. He also 
explained about the Shelf and Northowram Local Plan Forum Group  

9.2 Brian informed the meeting that the Local Plan closed for consultation at 5pm on 24th 
September 2018.  

He explained that the housing requirement for the borough of Calderdale was as 
follows: 

 840 new homes built per year over a 15 year period totalling 12600  
This is made up of 9418 new, 1888 with existing planning permission and 
1294 windfalls. 

 The majority of new builds will be on green belt. If owners re-designate 
green belt as no longer being green belt, it can be developed on  

 The requirement for Shelf and Northowram is 586 houses on 6 sites – 541 on 
green belt 

 The requirement for Claremount is 159 houses on 5 sites – 103 on green belt 

 These figures are not set in stone and could well increase 

 You can register for comments at the Shelf and Northowram Local Plan   
Forum Group WWW.SNLPF.ORG.UK  where you will receive advice on how to 
register and comment and suggested comments to copy and paste. This is 
only for Shelf and Northowram. None for Claremount. Brian explained they 
had only every received one objection for Claremount  

 Residents can also go online to the Local Plan Home Page at 
www.calderdale.gov.uk/localplan from there they can access the written 
statement  Policies and lists of allocations and make comments directly by 
clicking on the appropriate and indicated boxes. Or residents can go through 
the Policies Map, by clicking on specific sites which will become visible on 
that web-page. Each site has a different URL and web-address so there is not 
a single address that can be cited easily. For the Written Statement the full 
address is http://calderdale-
consult.limehouse.co.uk/portal/planning_services/lpp18/lpp18?pointId=4
796887 and the for the policies map go to 
https://www.calderdale.gov.uk/v2/maps/local-plan-publication  

 
Timeline: 

 CMBC will then assemble all comments, documents, plans and evidence to 
present to the Secretary of State on or before 24th January 2019. Please note 

http://www.snlpf.org.uk/
http://www.calderdale.gov.uk/localplan
http://calderdale-consult.limehouse.co.uk/portal/planning_services/lpp18/lpp18?pointId=4796887
http://calderdale-consult.limehouse.co.uk/portal/planning_services/lpp18/lpp18?pointId=4796887
http://calderdale-consult.limehouse.co.uk/portal/planning_services/lpp18/lpp18?pointId=4796887
https://www.calderdale.gov.uk/v2/maps/local-plan-publication
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that at this point  developers can put forward persuasive arguments to 
increase the number of new builds  

 Summer 2019 – examinations in public. Attendees are invited. Expected to 
be government inspectors, councillors, developers and Local Development 
Plan Groups, including SNLPF.  This can take several months 

 The government inspectors have to agree that the plan is legal, sound and a 
have a duty to co-operate and they will advise of any amendments to be 
made to make this so. 

 2020 – Final Judgement 
 
9.3 Resident informed the meeting that The Local Point of View will represent 
their views to the Inspector, and they will attend the examination.  

 
10. A.O.B 

10.1 Northowram Cooperative is still deliberating over delivery with Highways regarding 
loading bays. 

10.2 A resident suggested the possibility of a neighbourhood Award System to recognise 
local volunteers going above and beyond. Tony King to support and advise. 

10.3 C Organ thanked the community for an amazing attendance at Remembrance 
Sunday. 

11. Next Meeting   5.30pm doors open for a 6pm start. Thursday 7th March 2019 at 
Northowram Methodist Church, Northowram Green. Northowram. 


