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JOIN  US  ON  OUR  JOURNEY  OF  FAITH  AT  ANY  OF
THE  SERVICES

EVERYONE  IS  WELCOME
ST. MALACHY’S  CHURCH

Times of Sunday Masses at St. Malachy’s:
Saturday (Vigil Mass) at 6.30 pm and

Sunday Mass at 9 am
Confessions at St. Malachy’s (Sacrament of Reconciliation)

Saturday: No Morning Confession
Evening 5.30 pm to 6.15 pm

Mixenden & Illingworth Parish: Holy Nativity Church
Sundays at 10.00 am

All Age Eucharist, everyone welcome
Tuesday Eucharist:    11 am Holy Nativity Church, Mixenden

PREACHERS  AT  ILLINGWORTH  MOOR  DURING  THE
MONTHS OF DECEMBER & JANUARY

All services commence at 10.30 am unless otherwise stated
December

1st   Mrs Debbie Story            Toy Service
     8th   Mr Christopher Robinson
   15th   Rev Paul Welch                Communion
   22nd  Mrs Kathleen Melling
   22nd Rev Paul Welch   Carol Service  & Christingle at 6 pm
   25th  Rev Paul Welch    Christmas Day Service at 11 am
   29th  Ms Val Heward     Joint Service with Salem

January
   5th   Rev Paul Welch               Covenant Service

   12th   Mr Hal Clarkson
   19th   Rev David Briggs
   26th   Mr Stuart Brook

MOUNT ZION
8th Dec.  Rev Kathie Heathcoat   Carol Service at 2.45 pm
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Sundays at 10.00 am

Tuesday Eucharist:    11 am Holy Nativity Church, Mixenden
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MESSAGE  FOR  DECEMBER & JANUARY

I am always amazed at how quickly the years go past.  I can’t believe
that we are beginning a new decade in January.  I remember as a child
thinking how old I would be at the turn of the millennium and thinking
that it seemed a long way off until I would be 32.  I have since past
that landmark in my life and a lot has happened in subsequent years.

The past is important to us, because we carry memories of events or
special people who have blessed our lives along the way.  There are
annual events in our lives like birthdays or anniversaries as well as the
usual things like Harvest, Easter and Christmas.  As a Christian it is
important for me to remember and celebrate events like Christmas
and to remember what it is all about.

Sometimes birthdays and anniversaries for some may lose their
specialness and we can become like that with Christmas too with all
the commercialism and materialism that detracts away from the real
reason why we first celebrated it.  For me Christmas is remembering
the time that God decided to really interact with the world in a
physical way through Jesus.  Christmas is about God giving Jesus as
his gift to the world in order that our relationship with him is put
right again.

I’m sure we all like to receive presents at Christmas and this gift from
God of Jesus is probably the best gift we could ever have. Perhaps
over Christmas and as we think about the start of a new decade we
might also like to think about who Jesus actually is and the gift that
he is to us and the impact that has for us as humans who have a
spiritual element to our lives.  I wish you all a very happy and
prosperous Christmas and that you may find something of God’s love
for you.

Every Blessing
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LOCAL HISTORY
from Local Historian David Craven

THOMAS  SHEARD  -  Part three (continued from October & November Messenger)

Thomas Sheard, a veritable Robinson Crusoe in appearance, a returned convict, was
brought up by Nicholson, Constable of Ovenden, charged under the Vagrancy Act, with
being in an outhouse occupied by James Wilson, Woolcomber, Mason Green, Ovenden,
for the purpose of stealing coal.  A number of poor people, having had the locks broken
from their outhouses, and coal stolen therefrom, kept watch during the past week, with a
view to detect the thief and on Wednesday night, about 8 o’clock, John Emmett, a
neighbour of Wilson, was on the alert, having had his suspicions aroused that the
prisoner was the depredator, and he saw him near Wilson’s coalhouse, with the lock of
the door in his hand.  He went into his own house to put on his coat, and when he came
out he saw the prisoner about twelve yards from the coalhouse, with a bag of coal, and
he went after  him, and detained him until Nicholson arrived.  The prisoner admitted
that he was fairly caught, but wanted Emmett to say nothing about it.  Wilson’s son
proved that a quality of coal were wanting from the coalplace soon after the prisoner
was apprehended.  The prison, who said he purchased the coal which he was carrying
when Emmett caught him, was committed to Wakefield for three months.
(Considering that it was a winter’s night after 8 o’clock and that Mason Green is
situated only 200 yards below the Illingworth Gaol, I think when Thomas was
apprehended by Constable Nicholson, he was placed in a cell in the Gaol awaiting to be
taken in front of the Halifax Magistrates.)
After serving his sentence for stealing coal, Thomas met a lady by the name of Emma
Riley, in Dewsbury and they were married in September 1855.  Unfortunately Thomas’
life was to take a turn for the worse again.  Any hope Thomas had of a long and happy
marriage, ended the following year when in 1856, Emma died giving birth to their still
born child.  We can only guess what effect this had on Thomas, and we lose track of
him until 1858.
In 1858 we find Thomas getting married for the second time.  The date is 13th

November 1858, the place is in the District Church, in Rhosymedre, in the Parish of
Ruabon in the County of what was then called Denbigh.  Thomas gave his age as being
34, Widower, Blacksmith, residing at the time of his marriage in Cefn Mawr, in North
Wales.  Thomas gives his father’s name as John Sheard, whose profession was that of
an overlooker.  His bride was Harriet Evans, nee Matthews, aged 37, Widow, also
living in Cefn Mawr.  Her father’s name is Robert Matthews and his profession is an
engineer.
The next time we find Thomas is in the 1861 Census of Denbigh, living in High Street,
Rhosymedre, as it was spelt in those days, in the Parish of Ruabon.  The household
consisted of:  Thomas, Head, Married, Aged 37, Blacksmith, Born Halifax, Yorkshire.
Harriet, Wife, Aged 39, Born Wrexham, Denbigh.
Hannah Sheard, Daughter, Aged 1 year, Born Ruabon, Denbigh.
Robert Matthews, Father in law, Aged 79, Engineer Fitter, Born Wrexham, Denbigh.
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LOCAL HISTORY

Robert Matthews, Father in law, Aged 79, Engineer Fitter, Born Wrexham, Denbigh.

What is of interest with the 1861 Census is the family living next door to Thomas,
which consists of:
Jane Evans, Head, Widow, Aged 42, Profession Free Stone Merchant and Inn Keeper,
Born Raubon, Denbigh.
Robert Evans, Son, Aged 6, Scholar, Born Ruabon, Denbigh.
Ellen Evans, Servant, Aged 16, Profession House Servant, Born Raubon, Denbigh.

Whilst it is acknowledged that in Wales, Evans is a very common surname, but could they
be related to Thomas’ wife who was the Widow, Evans?

Looking at the 1871 Census for Denbigh we find Thomas and his family residing at Park
Road, Rhosymedre in the Parish of Raubon.

Thomas, Head, Married, Aged 49, Blacksmith at Colliery, Born Halifax, Yorkshire.
Harriet, Wife, Married, Aged 49, Born Wrexham, Denbigh.
Ellen J.  Evans, Step daughter, Unmarried, Aged 24, Domestic Servant, Born Raubon,
Denbigh.
Hannah Elizabeth Sheard, Daughter, Aged 11, Scholar, Born Raubon, Denbigh.

Thomas was a blacksmith at the Wynnstay Colliery, Raubon, also known locally as
Green Pit.  The Wynnstay Colliery, opened in 1856 and closed in 1927.

The last entry we have for Thomas is his burial on 14th September 1876.  His age is given
as 53 years, burial No. 1597, buried in the Churchyard, at Rhosemedre the same Church
where he married his second wife Harriet.

It is hoped that you have enjoyed the Thomas Sheard story, an Illingworth man who went
from Blacksmith to Convict back to Blacksmith.

 If you missed Parts 1 & 2 you can read them on the Church’s website
www.illingworthmoor.org.uk

THOMIS  TOTS  CHILDCARE  SERVICES
Ofsted  Registered  co-childminders

Gary & Stacy Thomis
Keighley Road, Illingworth.

Full day / Half day / School pick up  & Drop off.
Funded places available for those eligible.

Tel: 07454748705 / 07402069075
email: thomistots@yahoo.com

Facebook: Thomis Tots
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SMILE  LINES
Wise?
When I told my children the story of how the Wise Men brought gifts of gold,
frankincense and myrrh for the infant Jesus, my six-year-old daughter was not
impressed.  "Mum, a Wise Woman would have brought nappies."
Toe          If athletes get athlete's foot, what do astronauts get?  Missile toe.
Bakery
Did you hear about the bakery that was burgled at Christmas? Everything was stollen!
Exchange
My friend reviewed her young son’s fill-in-the-blank homework.  One line was: “At
Christmas, we exchange gifts with ____.” His quick response: “Receipts.”
Biscuit
As we were putting out biscuits for Father Christmas on Christmas Eve, one fell on
the floor.  When I picked it up and placed it back on the plate, my four-year-old was
horrified. “You can’t do that!”
"Don’t worry,” I assured him. “Father Christmas will never know."
He shot me a suspicious look. "So, he knows if I’ve been bad or good, but he doesn’t
know the biscuit fell on the floor?"
Lost
Just as I began my Christmas Eve service, the electricity in the church failed. The
wardens and I found some candles and placed them around the sanctuary. Then I
re-entered the pulpit, shuffled my notes, and muttered, "Now, where was I?"
A hopeful voice called out, "Right near the end!"
Come         What is a webmaster's favourite hymn?       Oh, dot com all ye faithful!
Chimney
Why doesn't Father Christmas suffer from claustrophobia when he climbs down the
chimney?   Because he has had his flue jab.
Reindeer
What did the reindeer say before launching into his comedy routine?  ‘This will sleigh
you.’
First Christmas
Daniel aged four, had gone to Sunday School just before Christmas.  He came home
with a new understanding of the Christmas story…
 “There wasn't a Father Christmas way back then, so these three blokes on camels had
to deliver all the toys. And Rudolph the Red-nosed Reindeer with his nose so bright
wasn't there yet, so they used this big light in the sky to find their way around.”
Stronger
Statistics show that we're getting stronger. 50 years ago, you needed an estate car to
hold £100 worth of Christmas presents.  30 years ago, it took two people to carry £40
worth of groceries.  Now a five-year-old can do it.
Good advice
If you have a lot of tension this Christmas and you get a headache, do what it says on
the aspirin bottle: ‘Take two aspirin’ and ‘Keep away from children.’
Come and go      At Christmas friends come and go, but relatives tend to accumulate.
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DIABETES  SUPPORT  GROUP
Did you know there is a local support group for
people who have diabetes?  It meets on the
third Tuesday of the month at Illingworth Moor
Methodist Church from 10.30 am to 11.30 am.
If you have been diagnosed with Diabetes and would like to chat with
fellow suffers and learn how they manage their condition and exchange
information just come along  to this informal, friendly group which will
be held on and Tuesday, 21st January 2020.  Please note there
will be no December meeting.

SIMPLE  REFLECTIONS  COMMUNITY  PHOTO  GROUP
Do you enjoy taking photographs?
If you would like to join a group of photographic enthusiasts who
gather together once a month to share a picture or group of pictures

on a monthly given theme, then this could be
the group for you.
The aim of the group is to share our creativity,
learn together and journey alongside each other
but most importantly, of course, to have fun.   If
you would like to join a group of photographic
enthusiasts who gather together once a month
to share a picture or group of pictures on a

monthly given theme, then this could be the group for you.
For more information contact Paul Welch email: revpwelch@gmail.com
or go along to Illingworth Moor Methodist Church at 10 am on
Wednesday, 11th December when the theme will be ‘Shops’ and on
Wednesday, 8th January when the theme will be ‘Pull out of a Hat’.
Also you can see the group on  Facebook ‘Simple Reflections
Community Photo Group’.

WILL YOU GET A ‘THANKS’ FOR YOUR CHRISTMAS PRESENTS?
After Christmas, what?  Just blank silence?  Or a ‘thank-you’ note for that gift?
A survey by the insurers Ecclesiastical has found that 60 per cent of 25-to-34-year-olds
said they would NOT write a thank-you note because they found writing
uncomfortable, or were embarrassed by their handwriting, spelling or grammar, or
just did not know what to say.  It seems that saying ‘thank you’ can be the hardest
word for many in this age-group.
Yet people who receive written thank you notes for their gifts say that the letters
make them so much happier for having gone to the trouble of choosing and sending
a gift.  And even a personal ‘thank-you’ via social media is much welcomed.
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SERVICES  AT  LOCAL  CHURCHES

Holy Nativity, Mixenden
Sunday, 15th  6 pm    Rock Mass Christmas.  Come and
sing some of our favourite Carols and songs.
Sunday, 22nd  3 pm Christingle Servic and Halifax’s
biggest Nativity.

Tuesday, 24th 5 pm to 7 pm Sanctuary. Time for quiet prayer & reflection.
11 pm Midnight Mass
Wednesday, 25th  10 am All Age Worship.

St John the Evangelist, Bradshaw & Holmfield
Sunday, 15th  4 pm Service of Nine Lessons and Carols.
Saturday, 21st 4 pm Christingle Service.
Tuesday, 24th 11.30 pm Midnight Communion.
Wednesday, 25th 10 am Holy Communion Service

St. Malachy’s Catholic Church
Tuesday, 24th 6.30 pm Family Christmas Mass
Wednesday, 25th 12 am Christmas Midnight Mass
9 am Family Christmas Mass
Wednesday, 1st January 11 am Mass

New Providence United Reformed Church
Wednesday, 25th 9.30 am Joint Service with New Hope at New Providence

St George’s, Ovenden
Sunday, 22nd 6.30 pm Carols by Candlelight
Tuesday, 24th 5 pm Christingle Service
Wednesday, 25th 10 am Family Communion

Lee Mount Baptist Church
Sunday, 22nd 10.30 am Nativity Service. 6.30 pm Carols by Candlelight
Wednesday, 25th 10.30 am Family Celebration

Illingworth Moor Methodist Church Services Shown on  Page 2

Churches Together in North Halifax
will be Carol Singing in the entrance at
Morrisons at Illingworth on Saturday,
14th December from 11 am to 2 pm.
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TAI  CHI  CLASS

at  THREEWAYS,

 Nursery Lane, HX3 5SX
on Fridays 10 am to 11 am

£4 per lesson
For further information

please contact

David Crabtree on

01422 254696

At Illingworth Moor
Methodist Church

 Tuesdays at 6.30 pm
£3

All welcome

sing some of our favourite Carols and songs.

biggest Nativity.
Tuesday, 24th 5 pm to 7 pm Sanctuary. Time for quiet prayer & reflection.
11 pm Midnight Mass
Wednesday, 25th  10 am All Age Worship.

Tuesday, 24th 11.30 pm Midnight Communion.

St. Malachy’s Catholic Church

Wednesday, 25th 12 am Christmas Midnight Mass

Wednesday, 25th 9.30 am Joint Service with New Hope at New Providence

Sunday, 22nd 10.30 am Nativity Service. 6.30 pm Carols by Candlelight

Canon David Winter considers the Christmas story…
CHRISTMAS - THE MOST BEAUTIFUL STORY EVER TOLD

On the BBC’s ‘Today’ programme last Christmas a distinguished atheist
revealed that his Christmas routine included attending Midnight Mass.
Asked why, he replied that it was the most beautiful story ever told
and he didn’t want it to be forgotten.
Up and down the country this month, thousands and thousands of
parents will be attending school and church nativity plays.  They’re
good fun, the children like them, and they remind us of the most lovely
and memorable story of all time.
First, there was the actual birth.  Excluded from the shelter of the ‘inn’,
Mary and Joseph found themselves in a stable. Soon after, Mary gave
birth to a boy, wrapped Him in His birth-robe, and laid Him in the only
secure place she could find – the feeding trough.
Next came the shepherds, bursting in from the fields, eager to see the
baby that the angels had told them to look for, ‘lying in a manger’.
They worshipped him, in wonder of all that had happened that night.
Finally, at some point came the so called ‘Wise Men’.  The gospel calls
them ‘Magi’, and says they were from the East.  Today they would be
called astrologers.
Whoever they were, their influence at that point in history was
immense. All over the ancient world their predictions were regarded
with awe, but they knelt before Jesus and offered Him gifts.  They were
the first Gentiles to recognise a divine and kingly power and purpose
in the baby in Bethlehem.
150 years later the great bishop Clement of Rome described this as
the moment when the old order of fear and fate gave way before this
new era of love and grace.



ST. MALACHY’S NEWS

Our Parish Priest is Mgr Michael McQuinn.

ST. MALACHY’S NURSERY

St. Malachy’s School, Cousin Lane.
There is a place for your child so why not give your child the
best start?   Apply for a place now and come and see what we
have to offer. Contact St. Malachy’s School on 01422 244628.

ST.  MALACHY’S  WALKS

If you would like to join us you will be made
most welcome. Walking boots and suitable
clothing are essential. For more information
please contact Philip or Pat at 01422 259761
or e-mail us at p29.moran@gmail.com

ST. MALACHY’S  CREDIT  UNION
We can now see you at 26a Illingworth Road

(former Pennine Housing Office)
Thursdays 9.30 am to 1 pm; 5.15 pm to 6.45 pm;

 Fridays 9 am to 12 noon.
St Malachy’s Church Hall after 9 am Mass on Sundays and Illingworth

Moor Methodist Church Fridays 11 am to 1 pm

CONFESSIONS AT ST MALACHY’S
(SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION)

Saturday: No Morning Confession
Evening 5.30 p.m to 6.15pm

FUND RAISING GROUP:
We are collecting old gold. Have you any broken chains? Odd
earrings? Rings without stones? Please donate your old jewellery
for Church funds. Items can be left in the box on the Paper Stall.
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THE  FORMER  ST.  MARY’S  CHURCH
The Parishes of Mixenden and Illingworth worship at Holy Nativity Church, Sunny

Bank Road, Mixenden, HX2 8RX.

Family Communion every Sunday at 10 am.

Communion Meal every 2nd Sunday of the month at 6 pm.
The communion meal is an opportunity to worship whilst gathered around the dinner
table.  Food is provided.

Rock Mass every 3rd Sunday of the month at 6 pm.  The Rock Mass is a service for
people who like to worship LOUD!

Vicar: Revd Robb Sutherland,01422 353929 email robb@priest.com

Church Wardens:  Mrs Margaret Henderson 01422 243596;
Mrs Sue O’Brien 01422 248454 email  obrien246@btinternet.com

Elderly & Disabled Luncheon Club twice monthly. Contact Sue O’Brien for details.

Beavers, Cubs & Scouts: Thursdays 6 pm. Contact David & Diane Capon 01422
247295.
For baptisms, weddings & funerals contact the Vicar or Church Wardens.

CREW is a  local registered charity

“Aiming to Keep Calderdale Fit & Healthy”

We have exercise classes at Threeways,
Nursery Lane  every Thursday at 9.45 am

We have Walk-It Health Walks of 60 - 150 minutes

Mondays at 1 pm from Keighley Road Medical Centre  with Christine Cox
90-120 minutes Moderate  on  9th  December and 13th & 27th Januaary

Mondays at 1 pm from Beechwood Medical Centre with Mike Barnett
60-90 minutes  Moderate on  2nd & 16th December & 6th & 20th January

Every Friday at 10 am from Illingworth Moor Methodist Church
120 - 150 minutes Moderate with Walk Leaders Edwin Birks and

 Eileen Connelly

All our information is on the website:
www.crewheartsupport.co.uk

mailto:p29.moran@gmail.com
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Christmas is nearly here!
More than two thousand years
ago the Jews were longing for
the coming of their Messiah.
The Old Testament had
promised that when He came,
He would preach good news to
the poor, bind up the broken
hearted, proclaim freedom for
the captives and release from
darkness for the prisoners,
proclaim the year of the Lord’s
favour,  comfort all who mourn
and to bestow on His people a
crown of beauty instead of
ashes.  Jesus did all those
things.  He was and is the Son
of God, and whoever has seen
Him has seen the Father.
Whoever believes in Him will
have the best gift of all – His
Spirit within them, which gives
them eternal life.

Messiah
Broken
Heart
Freedom
Darkness
Favour
Prisoners

Mourn
Bestow
Crown
Beauty
Ashes
Son
God

Jesus
Seen
Father
Whoever
Longing
Thousand
Comfort



ALL IN  THE  MONTH  OF  DECEMBER
125 years ago, on 3std Dec 1894 that Robert Louis Stevenson died.  This Scottish
novelist, short story writer, poet, essayist and travel writer was best known for his
novels Treasure Island, Kidnapped and the Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde.
100 years ago, on 1st Dec 1919 that Lady Nancy Astor became the first female Member
of Parliament (MP) to take her seat in the House of Commons.
90 years ago, on 12th Dec 1929 that John Osborne, British playwright, screenwriter
and producer, was born.  He was the first of the Angry Young Men, and best known for
his play Look Back in Anger (died 1994).
80 years ago, on 1st Dec 1939 that Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer made his first
ever appearance, in a children’s colouring book given away by Montgomery Ward
stores in the USA.
60 years ago, on 1st Dec 1959 that 12 countries including the UK and USA, signed the
Antarctic Treaty, setting aside Antarctica as a scientific preserve free from military
activity.
50 years ago, on 18th Dec 1969 that the British Government abolished the death
penalty for murder.
40 years ago, on 20th Dec 1979 that the British Government announced that council
tenants would be given the right to buy their homes under a new Housing Act
(effective from October 1980)
30 years ago, on 3std Dec 1989 that US President George H W Bush and Soviet leader
Mikhail Gorbachev announced the end of the Cold War at a meeting in Malta.
Also 30 years ago, on 22ⁿd December 1989 that the Brandenburg Gate in Berlin was
reopened, effectively reuniting East and West Germany.
20 years ago, on 1st Dec 1999 that an international team of scientists announced that
they had mapped an entire human chromosome.  (All human chromosomes were
mapped by April 2003.)
Also 20 years ago, on 2ⁿd Dec 1999 that the UK devolved political power in Northern
Ireland to the Northern Ireland Assembly and Executive Committee.
Also 20 years ago, on 31 Dec 1999 that the London Eye, at that time the world’s tallest
Ferris wheel – was officially opened on the banks of the River Thames.  Because of
mechanical problems, it didn’t open to passengers until 9th March 2000.
15 years ago, on 26th Dec 2004 that the Indian Ocean earthquake and tsunami (also
known as the Boxing Day Tsunami) took place.  A massive undersea earthquake near
Sumatra caused a devastating tsunami that swamped coastal areas in Indonesia, Sri
Lanka, India, Thailand and Africa.  It was one of the deadliest natural disasters in
recorded history, killing over 230,000 people in 14 countries.
10 years ago, on 1st Dec 2009 that the Treaty of Lisbon came into effect.  It amended
the Maastricht Treaty and the Treaty of Rome, which form the constitutional basis of
the European Union.
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WHAT’S  ON  AT  ILLINGWORTH  MOOR

‘GOOD AS NEW SHOP’

Open Monday, Wednesday, Friday
11 am till 3.30 pm

Why not drop into our "Cosy Coffee Corner"?
No need to buy!  Just sit and watch the world go by in warm
and pleasant surroundings.  Enjoy a cuppa, read a magazine,
or just  relax.

CAFE  AT THE MOOR
Our Chef, Faye King, makes a range of meals on four days a
week - Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday from

11 am to 1.30 pm
Why not pop in for a coffee, a piece of home made cake, a

bowl of home made soup, a sandwich, (either to eat in or take
away). Or have a full meal from Faye’s tempting menu?
On Friday there is just a full lunch served at 12 noon.

      Everyone very welcome

BOYS’ BRIGADE - MONDAYS
Anchor Boys:  5 - 7 years (arrive 6.15 pm to

start at 6.30 pm until 7.30 pm)
Junior Section: 8 - 10 years (arrive 6.15 pm to

start at 6.30 pm until 8.15 pm)
Company Section: 11 - 18 years (arrive no

earlier than 7 pm for a 7.15 pm start - ending at 9 pm)
If anyone can help out, even if only occasionally, please
get in touch with Captain Andy on  07833910698.

TUESDAY FELLOWSHIP
The Tuesday Fellowship meets on the first Tuesday in the
month at 2.30 pm when there is usually a guest speaker.

£2 includes tea and biscuits.  Everyone is welcome.
See elsewhere for the details of this month’s meeting.
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earlier than 7 pm for a 7.15 pm start - ending at 9 pm)

GIRLS' BRIGADE - WEDNESDAYS
   Explorers: 4 - 7 years (5.30 pm - 7.15 pm)
        Juniors, Seniors & Brigaders: 8 -18 years

(6.45 pm - 8.30 pm)
For more information please contact
Captain Andrea: 01422 249794

THURSDAY’S  YOUNG  AT  HEART  GROUP
Meet at Illingworth Moor at 2 pm. For more information

contact Hazel Roberts on 01422 242374

HYMNS  &  HERS  (Choir  Practice)
Thursdays 7.30 pm to 8.30 pm.  We get together to worship

God through modern and not-so-modern music.  You don't need
to be an accomplished singer, just enjoy the music.

FRIDAYS
Lunches are available on Fridays from 12 noon (term time only).

The cost will be ‘up to £4’ depending on menu, followed by
bingo, raffle etc if you wish.

SHOPPERS  ‘20 MINUTES’  SERVICE
First Friday of each month with Paula Prosser at 11.40 am

CREDIT  UNION  with  St  Malachy's
At Illingworth Moor fortnightly on a Friday from 11 am - 1 pm.
Want to save as little as 50p a week?  This helps to get you into
the savings habit.  If you have problems with big money
institutions, the Credit Union can help you start from where you
are right now.

SUNDAYS
Sunday Worship & Sunday School at 10.30 am

EVERYONE  IS  WELCOME  TO  JOIN  US  AT  ANY
OR  ALL  OF  THE  ADVERTISED  EVENTS
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THOSE NEWSLETTERS INSIDE THEIR CHRISTMAS CARD…
Brace yourself – this is the month when many of your distant friends and
relatives will be sending you their Christmas card with the Christmas Newsletter
tucked inside.
You will read all about Grannie’s arthritis and treatment, how Rupert’s progress
on the violin is amazing, how their summer holiday cruise of the Med was
stupendous, exactly where the dog got lost for a day in Wales, how the kitchen
has been re-furbished, and how extraordinarily well Helen is doing at university.
You may groan, but don’t dismiss all those little bits of ‘wonderful everyday’
news.  For of such minor triumphs and tragedies most of daily life is made.
And don’t blame your relatives/friends if they have somewhat ‘enhanced’ their
yearly news roundup – this may be their one chance to star in a drama.
Just remember – there is nothing to stop you from sending a Christmas
Newsletter back to them…  and you can also write what you like!
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THINKING  ABOUT  QUITTING  SMOKING?
The NHS are running a Yorkshire Smokefree session at

Illingworth Moor Methodist Church on Wednesdays from
2 to 3 pm which will be weekly sessions after initial

consultation.
   For New Starters there will be an Appointment Only session

from 3 to 4 pm
If you are thinking about Quitting Smoking why not give us a

call on 01422 262373.
     We can offer:

Information and Advice                    Weekly Support
Carbon Monoxide Breath Test           Various Stop Smoking
                                                     Medication

 Increase Chance of a Successful Quit Attempt
Other clinics available across Calderdale

WALKING FOOTBALL
takes place on

Tuesday's at 12 noon
 at the Sports Hall at

THREEWAYS and
 costs £3.

 Please use the Nursery
Lane entrance.

Andrea Thorpe
MBChA, Dip. Pod.Med.,

MSSCh

Visiting
Chiropodist
3 School Lane,

Illingworth, Halifax
for

appointments
ring 01422 249794

or mobile
07770373127
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Calderdale branch of Guide Dogs volunteers would
like to thank everyone for their continued support
over the last year. Our Elland Male Voice Choir
Concert in October was a great success, everyone
seemed to have enjoyed it and we raised over £500
for Guide Dogs. Our thanks go to the Illingworth &
Bradshaw Local Activities Group who meet at

Illingworth Moor Methodist Church for choosing us as their
charity of the year 2018/19 and the Girls’ Brigade who have
chosen us as their charity for this year and already donated
£300 to the Puppy Graduation Scheme.
Thank you once again from Calderdale Guide Dog Volunteers
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HOW TO HELP SOMEONE WHO IS LONELY THIS CHRISTMAS
‘It's gonna be a lonely Christmas’.  The pressure to have fun with friends and family
is real over the Christmas period.  In fact, over nine million people in the UK say
they're always or often lonely. (Red Cross).
Here are 5 tips for helping those who are lonely:
Take time to talk
Take time to talk to an older person this Christmas, at the supermarket, pub or on a
walk.  Just saying hello can make a big difference to someone who’s lonely.
Give someone a call
Take the time to speak to friends and family that you won’t be with this Christmas.
A short phone call can have a big impact.
Give a neighbour a card
Ring the doorbell and give your neighbour a Christmas card.  Start a conversation
and make a connection.
Having a party?
Hosting a Christmas party or meal? If you know somebody who might be alone,
invite them to join you!
Pray for Others
If you hear of someone who’s on their own, pray for them.  Pray that God would
show you how to respond!

ILLINGWORTH  MOOR  TUESDAY  FELLOWSHIP
The Tuesday Fellowship Group invited John Lyte and his wife to talk
about his ancestor Henry Francis Lyte.  The name may not be familiar
but he wrote perhaps one of the most well known hymns ever, ‘Abide
With Me’.  It was a splendid presentation which included slides and
film clips about his life and where and when the song has been sung
at various historic events.  Ros Greenwood gave a hearty vote of
thanks on behalf of the many members present and the group joined
in with a rousing singing of the hymn at the end.

THE  NEXT  FORUM  MEETING  FOR  THE  ILLINGWORTH  WARD
is on Tuesday, 3rd December which will be held in the Community Room
at Illingworth Fire Station.   Refreshments and signing in from
6 pm - the meeting starts at 6.30 pm.  The Ward Forum meetings are a chance to
meet your local Ward Councillors, the local Police team, Together Housing and the
Fire Service.  If you are having problems in the area in which you live it is your
chance to meet the people who can help you.  If you can’t make the meeting but
want to discuss an issue in your area, ring 01422 255402 or email
team@halifaxnorthandeast.com
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CHRISTMAS  EVE
How do you celebrate Christmas Eve?  It has its own customs, the most
popular of which is going to Midnight Mass, or the Christ-Mas.  This is
the only Mass of the year that is allowed to start after sunset.  In
Catholic countries such as Spain, Italy and Poland, Midnight Mass is in
fact the most important church service of the entire Christmas season,
and many people traditionally fast beforehand.  In other countries, such
as Belgium and Denmark, people dine during the evening, and then go
on to the Midnight Service.
The British are behind some countries when it comes to exchanging
presents:  in Germany,  Sweden and Portugal the custom is to exchange
on Christmas Eve.  But the British are ahead of Serbia and Slovakia,
where the Christmas tree is not even brought into the house and
decorated until Christmas Eve.
Yule logs are not so popular since the decline of the fireplace, but
traditionally it was lit on Christmas Eve from a bit of the previous year’s
log, and then would be burned non-stop until 12th Night (6th January).
Tradition also decreed that any greenery such as holly, ivy or mistletoe
must wait until Christmas Eve until being brought into the house.
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'TIS  THE  SEASON  FOR  ANGELS!
Angels make a big appearance in the story of Christmas, but over the next few weeks

other kinds of angels will be making
appearances throughout the country, on streets
and inside nightclubs.
Teams of Street Angels and Club Angels will
work hard this month to help to keep
communities and people, especially within the
night-time economy, safe.
At an hour when most of us are safe at home in
bed, these volunteer angels will be out on patrol,
offering people in need some flip-flops or a
plaster, a bottle of water or time to chat.  They
will make a massive difference as a result.
Halifax man Paul Blakey, MBE,  founder of Street
Angels, tells how earlier this year one of the
Street Angels teams came across a young man
holding his head and kneeling over, very dazed,

having had his head bashed against a wall. “The team took him to a safe hub and
left him”.  Three months later this same man came to say ‘thank you for saving my
life’.  It turns out the safe hub team had got him to  A & E and a brain scan revealed
a bleed on the brain.
“We are called to be angels!  We can all be God's hands and feet, delivering good
news of great joy through words and action.  We can all take the time to look out
for others.  We can all ask God to make his Kingdom known through our daily living.”
“So, this Christmas do pray for our teams out on the streets and in clubs.  Or maybe
you could even consider volunteering if there is a team near you!”
Meanwhile, if you are going on a night out yourself, have a SafeNightOut.party and
remember these top tips:

● Stay with friends, don't go off alone, and have contact info somewhere
other than your phone.

● Ladies - carry a pair of slip-on shoes for when high heels become
unbearable.

● Always eat before a night out and don't start cooking once you get home.

● Know what you are drinking and how much you have - mix alcohol with
soft drinks.

● Pick a venue right for you - if you feel out of place, leave!

● Keep your taxi money in another part of your handbag / wallet.
Take a picture of the taxi and taxi driver’s ID and message it to a friend.”
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HAIRY POPPINS

DOG WALKING & GARDENING
 Regular, occasional and one off walks

    Puppy visits to feed, play and toilet
Cats, rabbits, fish etc. cared for

Lawns mowed—regularly or occasional
General Gardening

Phone Andrea on 07886527537
Email: hairypoppins15@gmail.com

Find us on Facebook
*Fully Insured*

THE DAISY CHAIN CAFE

ON  WEDNESDAY,

AT  BLACKBURN  HOUSE,
NURSERY LANE,  OVENDEN

FROM 1 PM TO 3 PM

Working towards a Dementia Friendly North Halifax.
For more information contact Karen Scanlon on 03005550266
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Working towards a Dementia Friendly North Halifax.

MAN  SHED  AT  THE  MOOR
By the time this issue of the Messenger is available,
the Man Shed at the Moor will be up and running.  As
I write this in mid November, the launch date has been
set for 21st November, and the Shed will be officially
opened and dedicated by Rev Paul Welch, with a
number of our local Ward Councillors, sponsors,
friends and Church members in attendance.

As previously described, the aim of the Man Shed is to provide a safe space,
particularly for men who experience social isolation, who seek friendship,
and may like to learn a new craft, hobby, or just chill and enjoy friendship
and companionship.
It will be open initially every Thursday and Friday from 10.30 am until about
3 pm and whilst there is no membership fee, donations towards the cost of
refreshments and general running costs will be welcome.
Hopefully, the café will be open on both days for lunches, snacks and
refreshments at very reasonable prices. The Good as New Shop will also be
open, as ever, every Monday, Wednesday and Friday.
If anyone would like to donate unwanted power and hand tools, wood or other
craft materials, or for more information, please do contact either Neil Making
(07900 804245) or Geoff Widdop (07837 942336), or just call at the Church
and leave your donations for the Man Shed.

 Centre Manager

ELIM  CHURCH,  CHARITY  1ST  AND  CHALLENGERS

CHRISTINGLE
Sunday, 22nd December at 4.30 pm

At the Children’s Centre, Whitehill Community  Academy,
Occupation Lane, HX2 9RL.

Come along and join in the festive fun.
Something for all the family including

Hog roast sandwich.

The event is free and open to all.
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Where can you get (for example) Chicken and
Leek Pie, two veg. and potatoes, a pudding and
a cup of tea, together with good company and a

game of bingo all for £4.00?
At The Café at the Moor, Illingworth Moor

Methodist Church, every Friday, 12 o’clock
start.

The Access Bus picks up some of our regulars,
so if you need transport just ring 0113 348

1903 to register with Metro.

G. Garling
Electrical Services
Domestic, Commercial
& Industrial Periodic

Inspections and Testings

NAPIT & Part P Registered
ECS / CSCS Health & Safety

FREE Quotes
No Call Out Charge

Call Graham: 07884364210
Email: ggelectricals@aol.com
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Home Instead Senior Care CALDERDALE would like to invite those
wishing to our outstanding team who are dedicated in for our
elderly population. We pride ourselves on recruiting who
are Trustworthy, Responsive, Reliable & Friendly.

If this is you, we would love you to join our team and contribute in
supporting our ageing clients to remain in their own homes.

      You could potentially earn between £8,500 and £10,000 per year
      based on a 20 hour working week, full training provided and a supportive
      team helping you maintain the highest standard of practice CARE.

01422 292424 – www.homeinstead.co.uk/calderdale
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This is the time of year when traditionally we review what has
gone on over the past year and look forward to the forthcoming year.
On a local level Season 2019 has been another year with plenty of
good cricket and a lot of success. The weather was not as good as the
previous year and a good few matches were spoiled by the weather but we didn’t let this
down heart us and our great supply of covers and plenty of volunteer help saw a number of
matches completed which would otherwise have been rained off.  On the junior front we had
two teams in operation who both played cricket in the right way with terrific back up from
our coaches and managers.  Our numbers rose slightly and we  have a nucleus of some very
good youngsters and we continue to make every effort to attract more and the club is working
hard with our local schools to get a full complement of junior teams once again.  We had a
lovely evening in mid-September in a full clubhouse when the club celebrated the junior
season and gave out certificates and medals to our junior players as well as a mid-season
celebration of the Cricket World Cup which England went onto win in very dramatic
circumstances.
On Friday evenings we held our usual junior training sessions and we again took part in All
Stars Cricket which was aimed at 5 to 8 year olds to inspire them to take up cricket and join
our club.  Our numbers grew and the children who joined in had an absolutely great time and
we are hoping to do a repeat starting in early May.  Our winter coaching and training nets are
likely to be on Wednesday evenings starting early February at Trinity School at 6 pm for juniors
and 7.30 pm for seniors.
At senior level we again had much success.  The 1st XI became Premier League Champions at
the first attempt and made it three championships in a row and replicated our forebears who,
amazingly, were Champions  100 years ago in 1919.   The 2ⁿd XI  again just missed out on
promotion  but hopefully will be third time lucky in 2020.  The 3rd XI played well at times but
lacked consistency but we did well to put out virtually three separate senior teams at
weekends and continue the third eleven in its development role for younger players.
 Off the field too we have had plenty of positives.  Thanks to all our extensive security measures
and involvement of our neighbours we have had a great reduction in vandalism and anti-social
behaviour which hopefully will continue into the future.
In July we again hosted a very successful Charity Club 6 a side competition in aid of Wilson
the very brave local boy suffering from Cerebral Palsy.  As much as we need to raise money
to keep our own club going it is nice to be able to remember those less fortunate than ourselves.
Our next priority is to start to replace some of the infrastructure of our Pavilion which is
showing its age but the necessary repairs cost substantial sums of money which are not easy
to raise.  We have been well supported by grant making bodies in the recent past and we are
exploring every avenue to getting it back to the standard which is required and our players,
spectators and members deserve.
The successful partnership with Illingworth St. Mary’s AFC who have two teams based at our
clubhouse continues and we look forward to this partnership benefiting both clubs.
We wish all our readers  a Happy Christmas and a  Peaceful New Year.

 Club President
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The Local Activities (LA) Group
in Illingworth and  Bradshaw

was formed specifically to
improve the health and well-

being of people over 50 in this
area of Halifax.   If you are
interested in meeting new

friends and doing new activities please get  in touch via :
Visit our website:   www.illingworthandbradshaw.btck.co.uk

for an update on our activities  /  email us at lagroup50@hotmail.co.uk  /
Facebook: Illingworth & Bradshaw Local Activities Group  /

Ring the Secretary on 01422 249070 /  attend one of the activities

The Bowling Section of the  LA Group meet every Monday (April to September) at 10 am at
Holmfield  Bowling Club, Beechwood Park, Holmfield

THE  FOLLOWING  ACTIVITIES  RUN EACH WEEK AND TAKE PLACE  AT
ILLINGWORTH  MOOR   METHODIST  CHURCH,  HX2 9LL

TUESDAYS
KEEP  FIT  from 10 am to 11 am     £3.00

Not too hard, but not too easy!
This is a fun aerobic exercise class to get you fit and keep you healthy

NEW  AGE  KURLING  from 11.15 am – 12.15 pm     £2.00
Both the above activities are suitable for a range of abilities

LINE DANCING from 2 pm – 3 pm    £3.00
(not on the first Tuesday in the month)

WEDNESDAYS
CRAFTY  CLUB  from 10.15 am - 12.15 pm    £2.00

Join the friendly group for knitting, card making and other crafts (some
materials provided) plus hand massage or just a brew and a natter.

THURSDAYS
INTERMEDIATE  PILATES  CLASS  from  9.45 am – 10.45 am  £3.00

BEGINNERS  PILATES  CLASS  from 11 am – 12 noon    £3.00
To improve core stability and strength

ART  CLASS  from 10.00 am – 12 noon    £5.00
Professional Tutor.   Suitable for all levels – beginners are welcome.

Some materials provided.
THE  FIRST  SESSION  AT  EVERY  CLASS  IS  FREE

*NEW  MEMBERS  ALWAYS  WELCOME  AT  ANY  OF  THE  ACTIVITIES*

The last class will be
held on Thursday,
19th December and
classes resume on

Tuesday, 7th January



CHURCH  CONTACTS

Mixenden and Illingworth Parish: Holy Nativity Church
Minister:   Rev Robb Sutherland
Tel:   01422 353929
Address:  Holy Nativity Church, Sunnybank Road,
                                Mixenden, HX2 8RX
Web:                       www.holynativity.co.uk
Facebook:                 holynativitymix
Twitter:                    @holynativitymix

St Malachy’s

Parish Priest:             Mgr Michael McQuinn
Tel:    01422 361682
Pastoral Assistant:  Sister Anne C.P
Address:    The Presbytery, Nursery Lane, Ovenden,
                                  Halifax, HX3 5NS

Illingworth Moor Methodist Church, Keighley Road,
 Illingworth, Halifax, HX2 9LL

Minister:          Rev Paul Welch
Tel:           01422 244418
Address:          The Manse, “St Ives”, 160 Whitehill Road,
                               Illingworth, Halifax, HX2 9UH
Web:           www.illingworthmoor.org.uk
Facebook:               Illingworth Moor Methodist Church
Facebook: Illingworth Moor Church Good As New Shop

The last day for contributions to be
          included in the FEBRUARY edition is

 Friday, 17th January 2020

Items can handed in to your Church representative
or  sent direct to the

Editor:   Irene Mulhall at  irene.mu@blueyonder.co.uk
Tel: 01422 249070
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