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Welcome to the winter/spring newsletter for 2021, hope you are 

all keeping well as we start the New Year.  Being back in 

lockdown is tough and is proving to be a challenge to lots of us, 

but now there is light at the end of the tunnel with the roll out of 

the vaccine and the days getting lighter as we head towards 

spring.  Winter is currently in full flow with storms and snow to 

contend with, but despite that here’s hoping you manage to get 

out and explore your local countryside over the next few months 

to make the most of the changing seasons.      
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Volunteering is still on hold due to the current lockdown, but two of our 

volunteers have found a new way to fill their time until we are up and running 

again.  Peter Handley and Melanie Graham have decided to use their time to 

volunteer with St John Ambulance for COVID-19 vaccinations. Phil Singh, our 

Volunteer Coordinator thanked them both for doing such an incredible thing at 

this terrible time. We are very proud to have the support of a large group of 

amazing volunteers.   

  
 



 

  

 

Peter Handley (left hand photo) and Melanie Graham (right hand photo in the 

mustard hat).  
 

 

Sad News  

 

We received some very sad news recently from one of our volunteers that Sid 

Walker had died.  Sid was a a long standing member of our lower valley group 

and was extremely popular and well known. On most work parties you would 

find Sid working with a slasher or taking on the largest tree which was down to 

be felled. He was a determined character who never wanted to finish till the 

job was done. He volunteered with us until December 2018 and was well into 

80s at this point. Many people may remember the 2018 Christmas Social which 

marked Sid’s retirement from the service. We commemorated this by awarding 

him his own personalised slasher.   

 

At the request of his family, Phil Singh our Volunteer Co-ordinator and three of 

our volunteers attended his funeral which was a great honour considering the 

limitations on attending funerals during the pandemic.  

During the two speeches which remembered Sid, the Countryside Service and 

his fellow volunteers got numerous mentions. He really did love coming out to 

help conserve our countryside, and a big part of that enjoyment was because 

of the other people he volunteered with. To hear that Sid repeatedly spoke 

warmly to his extended family about his work with us, was pleasing to hear. 

The words of his grandson which mentioned our service were particularly 

moving.   

  



 

Sid’s family have made the wonderful gesture to donate any money given at 

the funeral to the Friends of Calderdale’s Countryside to be used to spend on 

something for the volunteers to use. After thinking about this and consulting 

with Chris Sutcliffe, the easiest way to do this will be to donate the money to 

The Friends of Calderdale.  Sid’s family did say that the idea of a wheelbarrow 

dedicated to Sid seemed fitting. I think all that knew him can testify that he 

was often seen pushing a wheelbarrow. 

 

We’d like to send our condolences to Sid’s family.  He will be missed. 

   
 

 

  

 

Two photos of Sid at work (wearing a hat).  
 

 

If you would like to know more about the work of our volunteers, please email 

philip.singh@calderdale.gov.uk  
 

 

  

 

Caring for garden wildlife in the winter  

 

  Winter is a tough time for wildlife but there is lots we can do to make life 

easier for the animals that don’t hibernate or migrate during the winter.  The 

most important thing to do is to provide fresh drinking water, especially during 

cold spells when naturally occurring water gets iced over.  Try to put out water 

mailto:philip.singh@calderdale.gov.uk


 

every day so that birds can drink, and bathe and small mammals can have a 

drink. 

Wildlife will also appreciate help with food.  Find out more here, including 

information on bird feeding, feeding badgers and squirrels. 
 

  

 

Photo credit: Adam Swift  
 

   

 

https://www.rspca.org.uk/adviceandwelfare/seasonal/winter/wildlife


  

 

Beechwood Park  

 

Nestled between two busy roads, and hidden by houses and field, Beechwood 

Park is a surprising find for anyone new to the area or looking for somewhere 

to walk. Similar in size to Shibden Park, but much quieter and wilder, the area 

has an interesting and important role to play in local history. 

 

Originally fields and farmlands, the development of the Beechwood and 

Holmfield areas in the early to mid-20th century saw a number of housing 

developments and expansions eat into the green space. However, once the 

roadway was laid through the area connecting Beechwood Road and Heathy 

Lane, it was deemed too expensive to sort out the wet surrounding land to 

build houses. 

 

Enter the army, who saw the potential for a camp at Ovenden. Although it 

seems quite difficult to pin down a date for the camp setting up and beginning 

to operate, we do know that it was operational after WW2. There is an article 

documenting a visit by Field Marshall Montgomery in November 1947. Several 

different companies were based there. The document gives us an idea of what 

was located there in terms of buildings and facilities, including gym, NAAFI, 

lecture rooms, barracks (with sitting rooms), Butchery, Cook house & 

canteen/dining hall, demonstration room, officers and sergeants mess, 

instruction bays, drill square and supply depot. His parting comments stated 

that all that he had seen was very good. 

 

In 1955 the Royal Army Ordnance Corp moved in and were stationed in 

Ovenden until 1967 – this made it one of the most important army camps in 

the British army, as it sorted out the pay for soldiers in the UK, Germany and 

Austria. There were 200 soldiers and 90 civilians based on site. 

 

Again, it is not clear when the army moved out and left the area. Undoubtably 

there will be locals who remember them being there and playing in the 



 

abandoned buildings and site once they had left. The whole area was 

eventually levelled and the buildings were removed and it was then passed to 

the Local Authority as a green space. It has continued as this and was 

developed into a Local Nature Reserve in 2004. Beechwood is a wonderful 

place to explore, with woodlands, meadows, streams, ponds and hedgerows on 

the wilder side, and football fields, play areas, and BMX track on the more 

managed areas. 
 

  

   

   



  

 

 

Map showing the  location of the building on the camp. 

   
 

  

 

We are heading towards the start of the new gardening season and may well 

be thinking about having a tidy up.  Remember to check for hibernating frogs, 

toads or hedgehogs before lighting a bonfire or removing piles of twigs or 

stones to avoid disturbance.  If you come across a sleeping creature, please 

walk away, and leave them to complete their hibernation.  If you have left any 

perennial plants to over winter before cutting back the old growth, try to leave 

this until March to allow any insects that have hibernated in the hollow stems 

to come out of hibernation. 

  

 



  

 

  

 

Allotment Vacancies 

 

We currently have one  full plot available for immediate let on the Drury Lane 

site in Stainland and we have a waiting list for half plots which are going to be 

available soon. If you would like to register your interest or would like further 



 

information about allotments, please email diane.atha@calderdale.gov.uk 

   
 

  

  

 

 

Growing Resilience 

 

We are delighted to be able to tell you that we have been successful in our 

funding application to The Big Lottery Climate Action Fund.  The application 

was a joint one with The Calder Rivers Trust that has two strands to it.  The 

Calder Rivers Trust strand known as the Carbon Farms Initiative will engage a 

Project Officer for 4 years to engage with rural communities, landowners and 

farmers, to identify farming approaches that support climate change mitigation. 

 

mailto:diane.atha@calderdale.gov.uk


 

The strand run by us is the Sphagnum Moss Carbon Capture which will employ 

a part time Project Officer to lead on growing sphagnum moss in the nursery at 

Manor Heath Park and planting to restore council owned moorland. This strand 

will be delivered with support from Moor for the Future. 

 

We have secured a total of £307,277 from The Big Lottery to be able to carry 

out this work and would like to thank everyone who has bought a ticket and 

helped to make this project possible. 

 

Recruitment is currently underway, and we hope to start the project on 1 April 

2021. 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Moors for the Future - Sphagnum Moss survey 

  

 

 

Moors for the Future are currently running a citizen science project to monitor 

the spread of sphagnum moss on the moors.  There are many sites to survey 

in the Peak District and in the South Pennines, including sites near Hebden 

Bridge, in Luddenden Dene and on Wadsworth and Oxenhope moors. You can 

find out more about this here.   
 

  

 

Woodland Management Work   
 

  

Woodland management work is taking place in several of our woodlands this 

winter.  The picture below shows the brash left over from woodland 

management work being cleared up.  Sites worked on this winter includes Scar 

Wood, Elland Park Wood and North Dean Wood. The work is to improve the 

age structure of the woods, to create woodland glades to allow light into the 

https://www.moorsforthefuture.org.uk/get-involved/citizen-science-surveys-and-sightings2/sphagnum-survey


 

woods and to improve the chance of veteran trees living to a grand old age.  
 

  

 

Chipper in Scar Wood. Photo credit: Jason Fernie  
 

 

North Dean Wood Management Plan Consultation 

  

 

 

Woodland management works are being planned for the western part of North 

Dean Woods over the next 10 years. We are wanting to see what people think 

of the proposals and we welcome any comments. Designed to the Forestry 

Commission standard for small woodlands, the Woodland Management Plan 

can be viewed at www.forestplans.co.uk , searching for North Dean Wood. 

Planned works will benefit both biodiversity and deliver access improvements. 

Comments can be left until the end of February. 

   
 

 

Natural Flood Management work on Norland Moor  

 

The phrase Natural Flood Management (NFM) has been heard with increasing 

frequency around Calderdale since 2015. This no doubt reflects the growing 

number of sites adopting NFM interventions and the supporting funding from 

the Environment Agency and Calderdale Council. 

 

Norland Moor received this funding, and last autumn a good number of low key 

http://www.forestplans.co.uk/


 

interventions were built, including leaking dams, berms and swales. 

  

With the recent Storm Christoph passing over, the efficacy of these structures 

was able to be judged on a rather wet trudge across Norland during the tail 

end of the storm and some positive results were seen holding back water flow. 

The photos show two different approaches used for leaky dams: heather bales 

and stone dams. Other works included cross-path berms diverting surface 

water flows along the footpaths into the surrounding vegetation, so again 

‘slowing the flow’. Incrementally, every little bit adds up and 2021 brings 

another round of measures helping to capture the storm water flow. 

   
 

 

  

 

Leaky dams. Photo credit: Robin Dalton  
 

 

Christmas Trees  

 

  

Once again people have been kindly donating their used Christmas trees to 

Ogden Water. The dropping off of the trees this year has been made difficult 

with the ongoing pandemic, lockdowns, ice, snow and heavy rain. However, we 

are on track to take well over 1500 trees. 

 



 

Those dropped outside the classroom over the past few weeks have been put 

out around the edge of the reservoir. These will be worked into the dead hedge 

that circuits the path edge. The trees act not only as a barrier to prevent 

access  to the reservoir for dogs and people, but also as a further wildlife 

habitat on site, as the needles finally drop off the trees the nettles and 

brambles run through them, intertwining to lock the trees in place and hold 

places for birds and mammals to nest, lots of insects to breed and fungi to 

develop throughout the year. 

   
 

  

 

Photo credit: Chris Sutcliffe  
 

 

Calder Greening - Cromwell Bottom habitat 

and access works  

 

A new shingle area at Cromwell Bottom is one of several new habitat offerings 

funded through the Calder Greening project, supported by the European 

Regional Development Fund. This will provide a stony surface favoured by a 

select number of ground nesting birds, such as the Little Ringed Plover, and it 



 

is hoped that it will encourage them to return to nest in the area, as they have 

done in the past. 

  

 

  

 

The access path around North Loop, Cromwell Bottom, is currently under 

construction. The path will create an easy to follow route around the former 

land fill site and be particularly helpful to schools and groups looking for an 

accessible outdoor area to investigate their local environment and the 

landscape story that surrounds the River Calder here. We hope to see visitors 

in soon!  
 



  

 

Photo credits: Robin Dalton  
 

 

Calder Greening - orchard at Milner Royd 

Local Nature Reserve  

 

 

The fruit trees for the community orchard at Milner Royd came a few weeks 

earlier than expected so Peter Gurney, the Community Nature Reserves 

Assistant has been busy with planting this month. 

 

So far, 22 of the 42 trees have been planted and the rest will be going in over 

the coming weeks, including varieties of plum, mulberry, pear and of course 

apple (including a fair few Yorkshire heritage varieties). We are looking forward 

to seeing these establish and hopefully come into bloom once spring finally 

arrives. 

   
 



  

 

Photo credit: Peter Gurney  
 

  

 

 

 

Countryside Stewardship work in North 

Dean Wood 

 

The Countryside Work Team have been busy in North Dean Wood this 

January.  Starting at the Clay House end of the wood, they have been working 



 

their way through working to improve the habitat on the way.  Work carried 

out includes felling any dangerous trees, creating open areas in the wood, 

removing invasive species and ring barking some trees to create standing dead 

wood which is very important for invertebrates and woodpeckers. In addition, 

some trees that have been identified as being Veteran Trees have been haloed 

to allow them to have the space they need to thrive. The work has been 

funded through a Countryside Stewardship Agreement which runs until 2023. 

  

 

 

 

Photo credit: Jason Fernie  

 

 

Response to Storm Christoph – Slow The Flow  

 

 

As Storm Christoph moves away from the UK and into Northern Europe, parts 

of the North West of England and North Wales are feeling the effects of yet 

another major storm which, due to effects of our changing climate, are 

becoming more intense and significantly more frequent. Find out here how 

Slow the Flow responded to the latest flood threat to Calderdale.  

  

 

https://mcusercontent.com/3c5ea64c43a0d28e825dafa02/files/ab8603a5-7dbf-4edf-b728-9fc1be39d9f1/Slow_The_Flow_Response_to_Storm_Christoph_1_.docx


 

 

 

   

 

 

  

 

Mooooving on…….. 

 

A (sad!) farewell to the 5 Shorthorn grazers of North Loop was made early in 

January. These hardy YWT employees had done their work in grazing down the 

grassland at Cromwell and were rounded up to pastures new, heading south to 

fresher swards at Potteric Carr. We hope to see them back later this year, and 

now monitor the meadow with interest as Spring approaches. 

 

   
 

  



 

Photo credit: Jason Fernie 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Issue number: 17 - Winter/Spring 2021  

Copyright © 2018 Calderdale Council, All rights reserved. 

  

  

 

 

https://calderdale.us1.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=3c5ea64c43a0d28e825dafa02&id=5e873e359d

