
 

 

 

Welcome to the 

Disability Partnership Calderdale 

newsletter 

 

5 February 2021  

 

 

This week's newsletter opens with a couple of really important 

consultations, one national and concerning Government strategy 

on disability, the other more local and focused on the changes 

planned for Halifax railway station. 

 

Once again, there's also plenty of information on the Coronavirus 

vaccination programme, with the emphasis on reminding us all to wait 

to be called for our vaccinations, rather than trying to books them. The 

month began with over 10 million of us having received our first jabs, 



 

so it shouldn't be long before everyone who is vulnerable to the virus 

has been called up. 

 

On that positive note, we hope that everyone stays safe and has a 

great week.  

 

The DPC Team  

 

Consultations - Your Views Wanted  
 

Halifax Railway Station 

 

People are being invited to have their say on the latest designs for the 

proposed new £30 million-plus railway station in Halifax. 

 

Calderdale Council is working with the West Yorkshire Combined 

Authority to transform Halifax Rail Station, improving the customer’s 

travel experience and providing a boost to the local economy. 

 

Find out more about the plans, see the latest designs and comment 

online at www.yourvoice.westyorks-ca.gov.uk/hsg. The feedback from this 

consultation will be used to further develop plans and allow for the 

submission of the planning application for the scheme. 

 

The consultation ends on Sunday 14 February. Find out more at Are 

£30m-plus Halifax Rail Station plans just the ticket? 

https://disabilitypartnershipcalderdale.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9ab5d394e1aabfa922c301287&id=39013a74dd&e=08fd596f8a
https://disabilitypartnershipcalderdale.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9ab5d394e1aabfa922c301287&id=7a136762af&e=08fd596f8a
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https://disabilitypartnershipcalderdale.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9ab5d394e1aabfa922c301287&id=5a2517a4f7&e=08fd596f8a


 

Healthwatch Calderdale - Access To Medication  

As part of Healthwatch Calderdale’s request for Covid-19 healthcare 

feedback, they heard from over 200 people about their experiences of 

medication. Many had positive feedback about their experience, but 

they heard that some things may have been hard, they were: 

 Changes to medication; 

 Review of medicines prescribed; 

 Having to rely on support of family/friends to get medication. 

All of that feedback has already been presented to all relevant local 

NHS organisations in an effort to bring improvements. Healthwatch 

Calderdale are now asking for specific feedback about the main issues 

raised. They want to know if access to medication is impacting the 

health and wellbeing of the public in Calderdale and how. 

Please visit www.healthwatchcalderdale.co.uk to complete the survey or 

via this link: 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=WizH8jg_DE-

S47PrBrJScdkDP_fBdUZNuyYWrL_anaNURUsxTTNNTTkwV1NGQVVIT

k9IRklDSVBJQy4u 

If you would like a paper copy of the survey please call HWC on 01422 

399433 or email info@healthwatchcalderdale.co.uk with your details so 

they can post a copy. 

Government’s UK Disability Survey 

https://disabilitypartnershipcalderdale.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9ab5d394e1aabfa922c301287&id=070e78239a&e=08fd596f8a
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The Disability Unit at the Cabinet Office is developing a National 

Strategy for Disabled People. Publication is planned for Spring 2021. 

To help the Government with understanding the barriers that disabled 

people face and how to improve the lives of disabled people, we need 

to hear about your views and know more about your experiences. 

This survey asks about your life experiences, either as a disabled 

person, a carer, or parent, or as someone who has an interest in 

disability issues. 

The survey will be open until 23 April 2021. Responses received 

before 13 February 2021 will inform the development of the National 

Strategy for Disabled People, while those received after this date be 

used to inform its delivery. 

How to fill in the survey 

The survey is available: 

 online via Citizen Space, with British Sign Language videos (note 

this page will be live on Friday 15 January) 

 in Braille 

 in Easy Read format 

 in Welsh 

You can either fill in your responses online, or email your responses 

to ducitizenspace@cabinetoffice.gov.uk. 

 

https://disabilitypartnershipcalderdale.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9ab5d394e1aabfa922c301287&id=cdf011d095&e=08fd596f8a
mailto:ducitizenspace@cabinetoffice.gov.uk


Coronavirus Vaccine – FAQs  

 

The following is the latest 

information on the coronavirus vaccine, in particular how it will be 

made available to you, its safety and effectiveness.  

BASICS  

 Please don’t contact the NHS to seek a vaccine; they will 

contact you. 

 When the NHS contacts you, please attend your vaccination 

appointments. 

 Please continue to follow all the guidance to control the 

spread of the virus and save lives. 

FAQs for patients  

How will patients be invited for a vaccination? 

When it is the right time people will receive an invitation to come 

forward. For most people this will be in the form of a letter either from 

their GP or the national booking system; this will include all the 

information they need, including their NHS number. 

https://disabilitypartnershipcalderdale.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9ab5d394e1aabfa922c301287&id=c497da13a9&e=08fd596f8a


We know lots of people will be eager to get protected but we are 

asking people not to contact the NHS to get an appointment until they 

get their letter. 

Is the NHS confident the vaccine is safe?  

Yes. The NHS will not offer any Covid-19 vaccinations to the public 

until experts have signed off that it is safe to do so.  The MHRA, the 

official UK regulator, have said this vaccine is very safe and highly 

effective, and we have full confidence in their expert judgement and 

processes. 

As with any medicine, vaccines are highly regulated products. There 

are checks at every stage in the development and manufacturing 

process, and continued monitoring once it has been authorised and is 

being used in the wider population. 

How long does the vaccine take to become effective? 

The COVID-19 vaccination will reduce the chance of your suffering 

from COVID-19 disease. You may not be protected until at least seven 

days after your second dose of the vaccine. 

Why is it important to get your COVID-19 vaccination? 

The COVID-19 vaccine should help reduce the rates of serious illness 

and save lives and will therefore reduce pressure on the NHS and 

social care services. 

Is the vaccine vegan/vegetarian friendly? 

Yes, the Pfizer vaccine does not contain any meat derivatives or 



porcine products. 

Who cannot have the vaccine? 

The COVID-19 vaccination is not recommended for women who are 

pregnant. 

People who are suffering from a fever-type illness should also 

postpone having the vaccine until they have recovered. 

Is the NHS confident the vaccine will be safe?  

Yes. The NHS would not offer any COVID-19 vaccinations to the 

public until it is safe to do so. The MHRA, the official UK regulator 

authorising licensed use of medicines and vaccines by healthcare 

professionals, has made this decision, and we have full confidence in 

their expert judgement and processes. 

As with any medicine, vaccines are highly regulated products. There 

are checks at every stage in the development and manufacturing 

process. 

I’m currently ill with COVID-19, can I get the vaccine? 

People currently unwell and experiencing COVID-19 symptoms should 

not receive the COVID-19 vaccine until they have recovered. 

Do people who have already had COVID-19 get vaccinated? 

Yes, they should get vaccinated. There is no evidence of any safety 

concerns from vaccinating individuals with a past history of COVID-19 

infection, or with detectable COVID-19 antibody, so people who have 

had COVID-19 disease (whether confirmed or suspected) can still 



receive the COVID-19 vaccine when it is their time to do so. 

Are there any known or anticipated side effects? 

Like all medicines, vaccines can cause side effects. Most of these are 

mild and short-term, and not everyone gets them. Even if you do have 

symptoms after the first dose, you still need to have the second dose. 

You may not be protected until at least seven days after your second 

dose of the vaccine. 

Very common side effects include: 

 Having a painful, heavy feeling and tenderness in the arm where 

you had your injection. This tends to be worst around 1-2 days 

after the vaccine 

 Feeling tired 

 Headache 

 General aches, or mild flu like symptoms 

As with all vaccines, appropriate treatment and care will be available in 

case of a rare anaphylactic event following administration. 

How many doses of the vaccine will be required and when? 

You are required to have two doses of the COVID-19 vaccine. You 

may not be protected until at least seven days after your second dose 

of vaccine. 

I have had my flu vaccine, do I need the COVID-19 vaccine as 

well? 

The flu vaccine does not protect you from COVID-19. As you are 



 

eligible for both vaccines you should have them both, but normally 

separated by at least a week. 

Will the COVID-19 vaccine protect me from flu?No, the COVID-19 

vaccine will not protect you against the flu. If you have been offered a 

flu vaccine, please try to have this as soon as possible to help protect 

you, your family and patients from flu this winter. 

 

Meanwhile, According the the Government’s latest monthly 

report, Coronavirus and the social impacts on Great Britain: 29 January 

2021, fewer disabled people are likely to refuse the chance to have a 

Covid-19 vaccination, compared to non-disabled adults. Here’s what 

the report says: 

A slightly higher percentage of non-disabled adults (8%) reported that 

they were unlikely to have the vaccine compared with disabled adults 

(6%). Among adults who said they were unlikely to have the vaccine, 

the most common reasons among both disabled and non-disabled 

adults were: 

 being worried about the long-term effects on their health (42% 

amongst disabled adults compared with 45% amongst non-

disabled adults) 

 being worried about the side effects (41% compared with 49%) 

 waiting to see how well the vaccine works (36% compared with 

45%) 

Nearly a third (30%) of disabled adults, who said they were unlikely to 

https://disabilitypartnershipcalderdale.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9ab5d394e1aabfa922c301287&id=f572447a88&e=08fd596f8a
https://disabilitypartnershipcalderdale.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9ab5d394e1aabfa922c301287&id=f572447a88&e=08fd596f8a


 

have the vaccine, said they were worried about the effect on an 

existing health condition, compared with 6% of non-disabled adults 

who said they were unlikely to have the vaccine (Figure 8). 

Of disabled adults who were unlikely to have the vaccine, around a 

third said they were worried about the effect of the vaccine on an 

existing health condition 

 

Coronavirus Vaccination 
Information  

 

 

Government Advice on the vaccine and vaccination can be found 

here: 

 COVID-19 vaccination: guide for older adults: Information for 

eligible adults 

 COVID-19 vaccination: what to expect after vaccination: Info for 

people who’ve had their first vaccination. 

 COVID-19 vaccination: why you are being asked to wait: Information 

on eligibility and vaccine supplies. 

 Priority groups for coronavirus (COVID-19) vaccination: advice from 

the JCVI 

Latest Coronavirus news & articles on our website  

 

Calderdale NHS Mask-Exemption 
Cards  

 

https://disabilitypartnershipcalderdale.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9ab5d394e1aabfa922c301287&id=92517ed149&e=08fd596f8a
https://disabilitypartnershipcalderdale.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9ab5d394e1aabfa922c301287&id=92517ed149&e=08fd596f8a
https://disabilitypartnershipcalderdale.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9ab5d394e1aabfa922c301287&id=f98dfff1a9&e=08fd596f8a
https://disabilitypartnershipcalderdale.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9ab5d394e1aabfa922c301287&id=fc0cb70b06&e=08fd596f8a
https://disabilitypartnershipcalderdale.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9ab5d394e1aabfa922c301287&id=4bfbd9d91b&e=08fd596f8a
https://disabilitypartnershipcalderdale.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9ab5d394e1aabfa922c301287&id=7f51a42b57&e=08fd596f8a
https://disabilitypartnershipcalderdale.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9ab5d394e1aabfa922c301287&id=7f51a42b57&e=08fd596f8a
https://disabilitypartnershipcalderdale.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9ab5d394e1aabfa922c301287&id=b740346b38&e=08fd596f8a
https://disabilitypartnershipcalderdale.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9ab5d394e1aabfa922c301287&id=1256c951cc&e=08fd596f8a
https://disabilitypartnershipcalderdale.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9ab5d394e1aabfa922c301287&id=1256c951cc&e=08fd596f8a


 

Exemption Cards: We continue to run off 

copies of NHS Calderdale’s special cards. They are intended for use 

by people who can’t wear face coverings and need to communicate 

this to shop staff and other people. 

They come with Disability Partnership Calderdale's own lanyards, 

which are comfortable and safe to wear, with a quick release fastening, 

should the lanyard get tugged or caught on something. 

Let us know if you’d like a card or a mask by 

emailing info@disabilitypartnershipcalderdale.org or by calling our mobile 

and leaving us a short message including your name and address –

 0771 612 2897. 

 

Latest News From Our Website  
 

News: Here's the latest news from our website - we're adding new 

mailto:info@disabilitypartnershipcalderdale.org?subject=Face%20Coverings
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articles all the time, so please check back regularly. 

 

Latest News  

 Learning Disability Guide – Vaccine Decisions 

 Gov’t Advice: How to stop the spread of coronavirus 

 Deaf Text & Other Ways To Get Support From The Council 

 New Look For Pennine Magpie – Now “At Magpies” 

 Lead the Way February 2021 eBulletin 

 Council Survey - Children’s mental health 

 ACDAF, Working for Accessibility in Calderdale 

 Fizz Free – Tips For Cutting Sugar 

 Update: Household Waste & Recycling Centres 

 Fewer Disabled People Wary of Vaccine 

 English Federation of Disability Sport Newsletter 

 Department for Work & Pensions Disability Updates 

 Avoiding telephone COVID related scams 

 CREW Self-Guided Walk 

 Coronavirus Vaccine – FAQs We Should All Read 

 Consultation: Council’s 2021 Budget 

 Age UK Covid-19 Response Service 

 Coronavirus Update: Calderdale Public Health Dept. 

 Energy Saving Tips 

 How The Pulse Oximeter Is Helping 

 Calderdale Council Newsletter 

 Watch Out For Covid-19 Vaccine Scams 
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 Get Yourself Active January Newsletter 

 Laptops For Learning in Calderdale 

 Deafblind UK Newsletter 

 Accessibility: Touchless Crossing Technology 

 Guide: Lateral Flow testing for people without symptoms 

 Domestic Abuse – West Yorkshire Police Update 

 Survey: Economic Inequalities and Financial impact of Covid-19 

 Healthy Minds Workshops & Groups February 2021 

 Autism & Learning Disability “Grab & Go” Guide 

 Calderdale Mask Exemption Cards 

 Calderdale Council Covid-19 Update 

 Healthy Minds – Upcoming Accessible Support Opportunities 

 Public Transport – Check Before you Travel 

 Newsletter: Halifax Society for the Blind Activities Update 

 Report: Disabled people & Low Traffic Neighbourhoods 

 Keep yourself warm in winter with Citizens Advice Calderdale 

 

Age UK'S Covid-19 Response 
Service  

 

What is the Covid-19 Response service?  

Age UK’s Covid-19 response is a collection of services provided for up 

to 6 weeks to support someone who has been in hospital and/or to 

prevent a hospital readmission. 

Who would benefit from the programme? 
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The programme is aimed at people who: 

 Are over 50 years old or under 50 with a disability 

 Have been discharged from hospital and risk being readmitted 

within 6 weeks 

 Are at risk of being admitted to hospital but could be safely cared 

for at home with additional support 

What is included in the support package? 

Each package of care will be personalised to the needs of that 

individual, it can include a range of the following services as required: 

Settling in service 

 Environmental check (including falls assessment) 

 Furniture moves 

 Light housework 

 Prescription collections 

 Installation of a key safe 

 Benefits check 

 Pre-booked transport to medical appointments (GP, clinic, 

dentist etc) 

 Information, advice and signposting 

 Essential shopping delivery 

 Advice on mobility aids 

 Regular welfare calls 

They may choose to include other things depending on demand 



 

How do you make a referral? 

You can make a referral by contacting 01422 252040 

or enquiry@ageukck.org.uk 

Who can make a referral? 

Anyone can make a referral, e.g. voluntary sector, community-based 

health and care services (e.g. Local, GPs), ambulance, family, self-

referral, police, social care, fire and rescue, Hospital (discharge, ED or 

other) 

When is the service available? 

Monday to Friday, between 9am and 5pm 

 

Calderdale Council - Support Contact 
Details  

 

Calderdale Council are a key provider of support during the 

Coronavirus pandemic for residents of Calderdale. Visit their website 

for lots of advice across a wide range of services. Or call them on 

01422 392890 for volunteer support or any form of adult social care. . 

 Website: Council Coronavirus Home: index of all the council’s 

Coronavirus related information and support 

 FAQs – frequently asked questions about getting Council 

support and about the virus if you are a vulnerable person –

 Large Print Version 

 There is a DEAF TEXT PHONE - 07776454642 - for the deaf 

mailto:enquiry@ageukck.org.uk
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community to utilise if they need any support from Gateway to 

Care. It is manned from 9-5 by a staff member, but not during 

out of office hours 

 

Directory of Support in Calderdale:  
 

 Calderdale Council:  Register for their help by calling 01422 

392890. There is a Deaf Text Phone - 07776454642 - for the 

deaf community to utilise if they need any support from Gateway 

to Care. It is manned from 9am - 5pm, but not during out of office 

hours 

 NHS: for urgent medical help, use the NHS 111 online service – 

only call 111 if you’re unable to get help online; for life-

threatening emergencies, call 999 for an ambulance. For day-to-

day health issues, call your GP as normal. 

 Samaritans - call them free, day or night, 365 days a year on 

116 123 

 Calderdale NHS Mental Health Helpline: 0800 183 0558 

 West Yorkshire NHS mental health services helpline: 01924 

316830 

 Childline: national helpline for children/young people 0800 1111 

 Refuge: Freephone 24-Hour National Domestic Abuse Helpline – 

for women and children against domestic violence: 0808 2000 

247 

 Mental health helpline: 24 hours a day, seven days a week. 

https://disabilitypartnershipcalderdale.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9ab5d394e1aabfa922c301287&id=d431251d37&e=08fd596f8a


 

This confidential helpline offers support and guidance to people 

aged 16 years and above who are registered with a GP practice 

in Calderdale, Kirklees, Wakefield and Barnsley by calling free 

on 0800 183 0558. 

 Safespace is run by Healthy Minds and provides out of hours 

support for people in emotional distress. It is open every evening 

from 6pm to 10.30pm, with calls taken up to 10pm. Call 01422 

345154, contact by Facebook (Safespace Calderdale) or email 

safespace@healthymindscalderdale.co.uk 

 The Silver Line on 0800 470 8090 is a free confidential helpline 

providing information, friendship and advice to older people, 

open 24 hours a day 

 Disability Partnership Calderdale - Call our mobile number 

07716122897 - email info@disabilitypartnershipcalderdale.org 

 

Coronavirus Info On Our Website  
 

  

mailto:safespace@healthymindscalderdale.co.uk
mailto:info@disabilitypartnershipcalderdale.org
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https://disabilitypartnershipcalderdale.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9ab5d394e1aabfa922c301287&id=6e116d20b8&e=08fd596f8a


 

  

 

 

Contact Us  
 

 

Do You Need Information or Support? 

 Email us and we'll do our best to find you an answer, or point 

you towards the best advice and help -

 info@disabilitypartnershipcalderdale.org - 

 Or call or text us on 0771 612 2897 

 

About Disability Partnership Calderdale 

 

About Us: Our aim is to improve the quality of life of disabled people in 

Calderdale, in particular, by working in partnership with service providers to 

https://disabilitypartnershipcalderdale.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9ab5d394e1aabfa922c301287&id=6321c41cce&e=08fd596f8a
https://disabilitypartnershipcalderdale.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9ab5d394e1aabfa922c301287&id=752c288f4e&e=08fd596f8a
mailto:info@disabilitypartnershipcalderdale.org?subject=Newsletter%20Reader%20-%20help%20needed
https://disabilitypartnershipcalderdale.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9ab5d394e1aabfa922c301287&id=83313dbd04&e=08fd596f8a
https://disabilitypartnershipcalderdale.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9ab5d394e1aabfa922c301287&id=b293aca6f2&e=08fd596f8a
https://disabilitypartnershipcalderdale.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9ab5d394e1aabfa922c301287&id=77bd92b407&e=08fd596f8a


 

maximise access to mainstream services for people with physical and sensory 

impairments. We normally hold regular membership meetings where people 

with disabilities are given a voice and an opportunity to influence policy and 

service delivery. However, at the moment we are concentrating on providing 

extra help and support via our website during the Coronavirus pandemic: Please 

visit our website for more about us and our work.  

 

Find Out More About Disability 
Partnership Calderdale  
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